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We are very happy to welcome you into the Kaiser-Willys
family. Your Kaiser-Darrin 161 achieves a fresh imaginative
approach to this new kind of automobile. The distinetive
styling, the exceptional performance, and the excellent weight
distribution all combine to afford you a safe yet (}ml}mg new
kind of motor driving. The
combination of Kaiser-Willys
engineering and the dramatic
styling of Howard Darrin
gives you an American Sports
Car unequaled on any con-
tinent in beauty and driving
performance.

We are confident you will
be proud of your Kaiser-
Darrin as long as you have it,
and that you will want to maintain its beauty and performance.
You will derive the greatest pleasure and satisfaction from
your car, if it is kept in top condition. The service men who
are best equipped to care for your Kaiser-Darrin are in your
dealer’s service department. These men offer you the ad-
vantages of factory training and information from Kaiser-
Willys service engineers who strive constantly to enable
your dealer to serve you better. Take your Kaiser-Darrin in
regularly for servicing and check-up at the sign of Kaiser-
Willys Approved Service.

B A —
Epgar F. Kaiser
President

Willys Motors, Inc.
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a word to the wise

Read this Owner's Manuol carefully. It tells you the things you shold know cancerning
Yyour new sports cor. Many inleresting facts about your Kalser-Darrin are included
in this manual—answers 1o the many questions you will be asked by your friends,
neighbors, and even strangers who s1op 1o admire your car.

service policy

Your Sorvice Policy, Ownar's Identifica-
fion Card, end the 1000 and 2000
mile inspection coupons are contained
in your Owner's Courtesy Package. Read
your Servica Policy carefully and be
wre the Policy and Identification Cord
are properly filed out by your Kaisar-
Dorrin dealer for the 1000 end 2000
il inspections that inwre gati
cor off 1 a long trouble.

proper break-in

The first faw miles you put an your new
1port: car are most important ko ity
future perfarmance. Cbservance of o
few simple rules lisied on the oppasite
page will protect your car's future.

maintenance and tune-up guide

Since it is reclized thal o fow of the
sports car owners who have adequate
cutomotive experiance, will want fo
make their own minor repairs and ad-
fustments, o Maintenance end Tune-up
guide it included in this Gwner's Manuol,
This section contains brief procedures
and specificalions for en
minar  repairs,
Maintenance ond Tune-up guide is nat
intended for use by novice mechanics
or for major repairs. In such cases, your
Koiser-Dartin deler can best provide
you with proper service.




break-in rules
When your decler prasents the keys for your amw Koisar-Darin, ha i dai
car which will bring @ new motoring theill, As wi avary fra gracuct your s
car should receive gond freatment and propa’ sigaclally whan it is rem
During break-in, be clert for unusal oparaling cend fiars that ey devsicp. Wo'd
the instruments for signs of low ol preswre or high temparsircs, Gng check e
engine il level fraquantly.

The speed at which you drive duting the breakein miles Fos o dafrite efect on
+he future performance of your Kaiser-Darmin, Car speed during this period shou'd

Aot exceed limin in the chart below.

40 MPH FROM 1 TO 400 MILES
50 MPH FROM 400 TO 400 MILES
40 MPH FROM 400 TQ 1000 MILES

Do not drive of constant speeds above 60 MPH between 1000 and 2500 miles.

“Your sparfs car s delivered 1o you with SAE 10W oil in the engine. After the first
500 miles, this oil should be drained
from the crankcase while fhe engine
is worm, Refill engine with SAE 10W
oil of good quolity. Drain oil again af
bath 1000 end 2000 miles, refilling
with quelity ofl of proper seasonal
grade. The wie of spacial breaks
addifives in the engine cil or gasoline
is not required.

1000 and 2000 mile inspections

1f miner adjustments become necasscry during the break-in pariod, they should be
taken core of ot the 1000 and 2000 mie inspections. Arrange fhese inspections,
provided for by fne coupans aifached fo your Service Palicy, at the proper milsage.
Corrections made prompily by your
decler will aveid domage that might
rasult from prolonged operaticn.

The 1000 mile and 2000 nile inspec-
tions listed on the coupons are 1o be per-
fermed without cherge by eny Author-
ized Kaiser-Darrin Dealer in the United
States in accordonce with the terms ex-
pressed therean. If o new owner changes
his residence o is on o trip when the in-
spechions are due, the above services
will be performed by any Authorized
Keiser-Derrin ealer in his immediote

v o




You will fnd the Koiser-Dorrin arovses

excitament ond cdmicalion wherever you

drive., The many excellont engincering cnd design fectures avoke inferest evary-
where, therefore we would like fa point out just o faw of the most intaresting facts

about your <ar.
basic beauty

We baliove ihe Kaiser-Darrin is the
wnrlz;n most beavtifully styled auto-
mot  built. Pathops it has gone
tnnotieod i enguisite beauty has
bean achieved without the use of cma-
mental mouldings. The smooth, exciting
¢

concealed top

The felding viayl top on the Kaiser-
Darrin is completely concaaled in the
top compartment when not in use. This
allows the smaoth, rakish lines of the car
to remein unbroken ond affords pro-
taction for the top itself. Anather inter-
esting featurs i that this tap con noi
only be roised and lowared, but it can
be placad in the smart “landau” positicn
o3 well,

sliding doors

An exclusive inmovatien in Keiser-Dorrin
bedy deiign it the diding deer. Tha
doors open liging forwerd into
compartments in the front fenders
feature mak ing and lacving the
car easy, espedially in crawded parking
lots, ar along high curbs.

This




brakes

For your sofety, Kaiser-Darrin engineers
have installed 11-inch brake drums on
oll four wheels of this high performance
car. These brokes provide 174 square
inches of effective brake arso—greater
area than many pessengar cars weigh-
ing 50% more. Each square inch of
braking surface is required ta stop only
lile over 12 peunds of cor waight.

fiberglas body

The body of your Ke
glas-reinforced plastic. The body shell
weighs only 300 pounds, o fraction of
the weight of o steel body of the same
strength. Reinforced Fiborglos has ex-
ceptional impact resistance. A blow
which would dent or fear steel bounces
off your Kaiser-Dariin, If it should be
struck with great force, the damage
would be restrictad fo o small area, and
could be easily and quickly repaired

f-head engine

The engine of your Kaiser-Darrin is cae
of the most efficient powsr plants in
production today. The “F"-head design
squeezes great power from the 161
cubic inch displacement, enabling this
engine fo tum out 90 harsepower of
4200 RPM. A further indicotion of its
sfficiency is that despite o very high
compression rafio of 7.4 to 1, pramium
fuels are not required. The “F"-head is
the some fype engine ot found in the
finest ond most costly European motor
cars.

+-Dorrin is constructed of corresion proo, In, 1 weight Fiber-

o




know your sports car

The instruments ond contrels in your sports car ara desigred for simplicity and ar-
ranged for ease of cperation and safely. The instruments and contrels ceded in the
illustration cbove cre identified as follows:

1. Overdrive contrel 12. High beam indicator
" 2. Headlight dimmer switch 13. Speedomater

3. Headlight switch 14. Odometer

4. Windshield washer contror 15, Temporoturs gevge

5. Heoter blower control 16, Ammeter

6. Hood release handle 17. Cigarette lighter

7. Directional signal 18, Map light switch

8. Choke control 19. Hand brake hendle

9. Fuel gauge 20, Windshield wiper control
10, Oil prassurs gavge 21. Starter-ignition switch

V. Tachomster 22. Hom ring




tachometer

The tachometer indicates the engine revolufions per minute. Observing the tachameter
alds in obtoining maximum performance and preventing engine over-spoeding,
espocially when shifling gears. For maximum acceleraticn, shifts should ba mode in
the 4200 1o 4400 RPM renge. Englne spesds higher than this while in gears, are
potentially harmful.

oil pressure-fuel gauge

Normal il pressure is opproximately
30 to 40 pounds at 30 miles per hour,
wsing oils of recommended weight, Vari-
afions dus lo changes in spaed are
normal, but if ropid fluctuations oteur,
investigate the cause immediately.

The fucl gouge indicates the amount
of fuel in the fank. This gauge operates
when the storter-ignition switeh is in the
ignifion or accessory pasition.

speedometer

The spoedometer is provided
total mileage recorder. The headlight
high-beam indicalor s located in the
lower center of the spoedometer face

temperature gauge—
ammeter

Normal operating temparaturs should
be around the 170 mark. The indicator
may lean toward the 212° mark in hat
weother, or when the en is idling confinuously. A sudden rise 1o the 212° mark
should be investigated immediotely.

The ammeter should indicote “charge™ for @ short perisd after starting. Vaorying
roles of charge ond dischorge are mormal, but with constont driving the peinter
should return close to zera. Consult your Kaiser-Darrin dealer if excessive fuctuations
or coatinved "charge” or “discharge” are noted,
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starter-ignition switch "A"

A four position startar-ignition switch eliminates the need for @ soporate starter bui-
ton and ignition switch. Whan the key is straight up and down. the instruments, acces-
sorles, and ignition are "ofi." The engine is storled by rolating the ignition key
Y tum clockwise until the angine starts, then release it The switch will cutomatically

accessories only, without the engine
runmng, tum the key counter-clockwise
“off" pesifion.

For your convenience, @ digarette lighter
of the pushin typs is instollad. When
the proper lemperature is reached, the
hendle will pop out pert way

windshield wiper control "C"

This control operates your alactrically driven dual winds!
ihrea pasitions—off, slaw, and fost, and i turned clockyi

ield wipers. The controi has

hand broke "DY

The hand brake oparates the brokes o n the rear whaals. To “iet” pull oul the henle.

overdrive handle "A"

To oparate the cor with overdrive the
hondla should be il the way in For
conventional aperatian the handle shovid
be pulled out when car is standing. (See
page 16 for complete instructions.)

choke control "B"

The carburetor choke contrel shouid be used when siarfing @ cold engine. Puil the
choke oil the way cuf until the engine sarks, then push i back about half way. As
engine heo! increcses, reduce the choke setting a litle more. When temperature is
nearly normal, push choke il the way in. Cheking is not required fa siart o hot angine
ar when wenther I3 very warm.
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headlight switch "C"

Pulling the headlight switch knab out to the first posifian turns on porking, instrumant,
end tail lights. The second posifion turns on headlights, instrument, ond tail lights.
The brightness of the instrument lights is regulated by rolating the knob. A dimmer
h on the fioor 1o the left of the clutch padal, is used to change hecdlight baam
to either “high" or “low.” When headlights are en "high beam,” o red warning
light appeors on the speedometer face.

heater blower control "D"
This knob operales the blower in the
hecter. (Optional equipment). Pulling
the knob aub to the first stop storts the
blower in low speed. The second stop
i3 high speed. For more detailed heater
instructions, see page 14.

seat adjustment

The safely posture buckel fype seat cradles your weight low whare it is safer. The
driver's seat is adjustable forword ond backward 1o provide the desired leg room.
Pull the hendle ot the lower forwerd adge of the driver's seat cutward, and slide
seal lo the desired position. Relegse the hendle ta lack the seat in pasition.

sliding doors

The new style doors open by sliding
forward on trocks inlo openings in the
front fenders. When the deor is closed,
it is held securely by a hook type door
lath. An cutomatic locking device has
Seen incorparated in the latch o that
when the laich is shut it olso locks
securely. When opening Ihe sliding deor,
always leave the hendle in the down
position, This wi ate the possibility
of the handle striking the front fender.

gear shift
The competition type gear shiff lever is maunted on the raised center section of the
floor slightly ahead of the seats. This placement affords efforiless stifiing, ond the
action aids in fast, sure, gear changes. The conventional "H" type shifting
vied.




hood lock

The hood cannct ba opened until the
hood lack releass handle s pulled out.
A safety catch must then be raleased
manually fram under the froar edge of
the hood. A support rod it used lo hold
the hood open for convenieat accessl-
bility to the entire engine compartment.
To dlose the hood properly da not dam
it. Lower the hood carefully until the

safaty cotch angages, then prass an crown of hood fo engage the hood lock.

ge compartment lid
sggage comparime:
the pop-open lid lock. Raise
g of the lower sdge. A

od is used 1o hold the fid open
When closing, the lid will lock by itself.
Tha key i not required for lacking.

folding top

Th folding top can be loworad info the
fop) compartment, where it is completely
hizden from view. Ta reise the fop
procsed as follows:

Unlock and open luggage <om-
portment lid.

Pull the top compartment release
handle locoted on the left side of
the liggoge compariment

Closs luggoge comportmant id.
Ogpen top compartment lid.
Raise folding fop.

Close top compariment lid.

N thoa W

Fasten bettom bow of top 1o fop
compartment lid with knurled
thumb serews.

sbiained by rolating the key clockwie fo




8. Mook slatted end of landoy orms
o thumb screw en eutside of bot-
1om bow.

9. Snap londay arms aver center and
tighten thumb scraws.

10. Snop fosteners at

landeu” position.

shield ar

To lawer the lop, reverss the sequence
of the steps outlined obove.

vent confrols

Ventilating oir ducts provide addifioncl
fresh cir for the cor interior. Air enters
ot the front end of the car and is forced
thraugh the ducts by forword movement,
entering the inferior through openings
in the dash panel. The left vent control
regulates air for driver, the right vent
cantrol for the posenger.

side curtains

Remavable clear vinyl side curtains con
be installed during adverse weather.
The curtains are oftoched by fitting the
fabric beads af the frent and rear edges

into tube-fike siots ol the windshield
piller ond top support. Snop fasteners

edge fits snugly over the door sill

The curtain is opened or closed by o
sipper ruaning aleng the fop ond rear
edges. This zipper can be operated fram
inside or outside the car. Ta enter or
loave, loasen the zipper and open the
doar. The curtain then romains hinged
indshield pillor.




Yaur Koiser-Darrin is aveilable with o bigh cutput recirculating type heater, This
unit moves o farge volume of air through the heating coils, ond will keap the intericr
srug ond warm in cold weather. :

To opercte the healer, first make certain that the valve which contrals the flow of
hot water i open. This valve is the thumbscrew fype and is located at the rear of the
cylinder hecd whare the heater hese conneciion is made. The valve should be opened
in cold weather and cosed when the
heater is no longer needed.

Tha blower is epercted by the knob
on the for left of the dash below the
fuel gouge. Pull the knab cut one noich
for low blower speed and 1o the second
notch for high blawer. Since the output
of this type heator is dependent upon
engine temperahure, it will become
effective a3 soon as the engine warms up.

defrosters

Defroster operation is centrolled by the
plastic handle locared on the left under-
side of the heater body. This handle,
when moved fa the left, channels warm
oir through the defroster ducts fa the
windshield for removel of condensation
%, and frost. Whan the defroster hendle Is
25 moved fo the right, warm air is directed
toward the driver's feet.

keys
Two sets of keys are furnished with your Kaiser-Darria. The hex shoped key fits
the ignition and the ovel key is for the trunk lock. When you receive your keys
from the decler, two small metal tags -

are atached. These togs beor the sarial 10140
numbars of the keys. Tho nombers should S
be recorded ond placed in a sofe,
accessible place, 3o that if the keys are
st they <an be replaced by referring
1o the key mumber. Any quolified lock-
smith con make duplicale keys from this
number, or your deoler may be able
1o supply them.




. how to operate your Kaiser-Darrin

starting the engine
|

Futh chich pedol dawn while starting engine. This frees the angine from the e
burden of luning gears in the transmission, thereby reducing the laad o the starting
mator nd bottery,

Place gecrsit lover in noutrcl posiion, This will prevent movemant of the cor if
{ clutch pedal is accidentally released oftar engine starts,

Pull choka control out cll the way until engine starts, then push 1 in half way, As
soon o1 the cngine will run smoothly, push choke in o dacreaso engine speed, Whae
engine warms up puih choke all the way in fo ovold wasting gatoline, Do not v
choke when starfing o hot engine
this may cause ficoding.

Since cholee i3 linked with accelerator
{ pedal, do not depress accelerater while
starting engine if choke is pulled out.
| After engine starts and choke is pushed
! in, use occelerator to control engine
| speed. Depress eccoleratar part way
when starfing © ot engine. Do not
"pump” accelerator ot any time. If en-
gine is hot and bacomes flocded, prass
aceelerotor slowly te the Roor ond hold
it down while starter key is en unfil
excessive gas is exhausted and engine
fires.

Insert ignition key and tum ignition
switch % tum clockwise ta the "start”
positien. Hold ignition key in the start
posifion until angine fires, then relaase it.

shifting gears

\

Push in clutch pedal and let up on accel-
erator while shifting gears. Shift pattern
is a5 illostrated. Car should be fully
stopped before shifting into low or
reverse, Shift forward gears in sequence
1-2-3, and do not miss shifts. Allaw ime
enough far gears to syncheonize whon
shitting to avoid clashing. High speeds
in fist and second gears ore not eco-
nomical and may shorten tronsmission
fife




Overdrive provides groatar scanomy by raducing engine spead. With the averdrive
conlrol pushed in, overdrive goes inlc operation culamalicelly when occelerator is
momentarily relcased of spseds over 2§ MPH. Overdrive disengoges automatically
at epproximately 23 MPH when decelerating.

For axtra pawar on hills or passing in traffic, push the accelerator fo the flsor to
<t out overdrive and operate in con-
wentionol third gecr. Momentary re-
lecse of cecelerator again engoges
overdrive.

“a operate in conventionsi gear, pull
tha overdrive contrel out when the car
is standing, or when ceccelercting in
regular third gear. To ba certaln that
the Iransmissicn is in regular third gear,
prass the occelarator to the floor and
pul the control out ot the same fime.
For hozardous driving, when pushing or
when being pushed fo start, operate
car in conventional drive.

DON'T RACE THE ENGINE. Warm-up is faster at slower speecis and you will aveid

danage o working parts before oil can protact them.

DONT RIDE THE CLUTCH PEDAL It cavses excessive waar aml azpanse
DONT SHIFT GEARS WITHOUT DEPRESSING THE CLUTCH PEDAL
DONT SKIP GEARS, ALWAYS SHIFT OME-TWO-THREE

DON'T SHIFT TOO FAST from first to second geer, er frem second to third, Allow an
instant for the gears o synchronize.

DON'T EXCEED 40 MPH UNTIL ENGINE IS FULLY WARMED U,

DON'T RELEASE CLUTCH UNTIL JUST BEFORE CAR STOPS. Allaw the engine to act
as o brake,

DANGER!! pont run the engine in o
closed gorege. Corbon monoxide gas in the
exhaust is deadly, and gives ne warning.




care of your car

engine care

The engine in your Kaiser-Dorrin 161 was carefully enginesred for ruggednass,
excallont performance, good fuel sconamy and low service and maintenceee com
With the small amount of eare o5 outlined on these Ppages, the engine in your Kaiser-
Darrin should coatinue 1o give you this same fine performance and aconomy for
many yoors,

fuel recommendations

Your new Kalser.Darrin engino s fac-

n sufficient volume to hove clean,
fresh gasoline.

Engine ol like gosofing, should be o good quality oil morketed by o repuiable
company. The engine in your Kaiser-
Darrin is derigned 1o operate safisfac-
tority when lubricated with ML, MM or
MS type engine ol (formerly known os
regular, premium or heavy duty).

Seloction of the proper viscosity er
"weight" of engine cil is important to
assure adequate lubrication in ot
weather and easy starfing in cold
weather. Follow the recommendations
in the Lubrication Chort on Page 25.

The ol level dipstick s marked
and “L", Maintain oil lovel between
these two lines, adding | quart of engine
oil when level nears "L mark. Always.
wail two or three minutes after engine
stops before checking oil level. This
permits the il fo draininta the crankease
and reach its true level. Engine ofl lovel
should be checked every fims the car
is refueled.




Change engine off ot the first 500 miles,
again i both the 1000 and 2000 mile
matks, and every 2000 milas thoracfter,
undor normel operting  conditions.
Chenge oil mare frequently depending
on severity of operating conditions and
if cor is driven shert distances in cold
waather or allowed tfo idle excessively.

ch énlng oil filter

Tha il filter [accessory) removes metal
patticles, di carbon, ste. from oil
whizh is circulating thiough the engine.
Chonge flter element avery 10,000
miles ot fima oil is chenged, or mare
often when the dipstick shows avidence
of diety ol

sarvicing air cleaner

Al oi entering the corburetar pasies thraugh the cic dsaner. Abrosive rood dust s
reoved from the air and sceum the air clocner. Therzfars, the air I

must be remeved and cleaned period
cally, Every 2,000 miles should be satis-
foctary for narmal operating canditions.
Mere fraguant cleening is recammended
when operating cn dusty or sandy roads.
The filter element should be removed,
washed in kerosane, wetted with proper
sngine oil, then insialled on the car-
buretor.

er

engine tune-up

For continved sconomical and efficient operation of your Kaiter-Darrin angine, you
should have your dealer tune up the engine twice a year, preferably spring end
fall. For owners who ere experienced, the mointenance and lune-up guide in ihis
manual gives the proper fune-wp procedure.




e Keiser-Dorrin “praswrized” cooling system has o copocity of 12 quorts with
haster. Ta inspect coolant level, turn the filer cop countor-clockwise o the first stop.
This is o sofety stop for release of
pressura thicugh the overflow pipe.
When the hissing sound of pressure is
ted, lum cop 1o the second stop
and remove. Keep coolant level approx-
imately ene inch below betom of filler
pipe to aveid expansion loses, NEVER
POUR COLD FLUIDS INTO, NOR COM-
PLETELY DRAIN COOLANT FROM AN
OVERHEATED ENGINE. A cracked or
warped cylinder block may result. Drain
the cooling system each spring and foll
and fAush thoroughly. Open drain cacks
at lower left side of rediater al the hose
autlet, and in right side of eylinder black
near the distributor to completely droin

the system.

ti-fi and rust

In winter usa only on alcohol or ethylens glycol basa anti-fresze mixed with cleon
waler in preper propartien for protection below the coldest expected temperature.
Your Koiser-Darrin dealer stocks quality anfi-fraeze for your protection. Use anti-
fremze containing o rust inhibilor. Always add o factory epproved rust inhibiter when
g cooling system with waler in the spring.

Proper care will add to bottery life and
performance. Malntain water level in
cach coll %" above plates. Keep fer-
minals fight and free from corrosion,
Apply grease on cdeon fermincls to
retard corrosion. Have be ry checked
regularly with o hydrometer ond
charged if necessary. A battery in nead
of chorging moy freeze in cold weather.
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