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GLUB  and i1t ineludes &1l Club privledges including the monthly BULLETIN
‘and the QUARTERLY at the cost of $5.00 per year.

LIFETIME,Lifetine membership mey be: had for $100 for as long as you live,

HONCHANY. .., THies6 aro tubllshed by the officers to honor thoss pecple
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{OWNER'S CLUB) QUARTERLY  BOR 691 8T LOUIS 88 MISSOURD

NOTES FROM THE EDITOR...vvscevee.

With this edition we start a new year and a new volume
of the Kaiser Frazer Owners Club Quarterly. We start the year by
honoring a man, Howard Darrin, who designed our cars, We hereby
welcome him to that select group of men who we have made honorary
members of our Club, These men are the key men that shaped the
destinies of our cars, In looking back thru some previous issues
of the Quarterly, I find references to the late Howard Darrin,

I am happy to: say the facts sre in error because one of our Club
members has finally located the living Howard Darrin and the
picture on the cover was taken very recently. You will find the
facts later on in this issue in letter form. .

I want to thank 211 the Club members that have made this issue
possible with their contributions of articles and photos and
advertisments that they have loaned me so that we can ell have
coples of that material that deals with the Kaiser Darrinp, the
most glamourous and rare of sll our autos, Ted Dahlmann sent large
chunks of his collection, Jimmie Adams loaned some of his over a yesr
ago, Club President Herb Scutt dug into his collection, The Willys,
peardon?... Kelser Jeep Corporation gave us their file copy of the
owners manuegl, This is being published separately and is being issued
as the last Quarterly for yesr 1963 even tho you will receive it
along with this issue.

The picture inside the front cover 1s a picture of Howsrd
Darrin taken in 1945 with a scale model of our first cars, Elsc-
where is another plecture with the top removed also talken in 1945
and were taken from the photo files of Kaiser Jeep,

I have been gettlng some static recently from some newer members
about the irregularity of the publication of the Bulletin and Quar-
terly. Let me explein that we have no peid help in having these
publications put out, Both Editors are dues paving members like
yourself &nd both have to make a living and this sometimes gets
in the way of scme of our printing deadlines, You would normally
expect a Monthly Bulletin to come out every month, Some months we
do not hear from enough of you to have enything to publish, With
postage rates going up and up it dosts more to send it to you than
it does to print it, The Bulletin is sent bulk rate and is the
lowest form of mail and is sometimes delayed elsevwhere other than
in St Louls where it originates. It is not forwsrded so if you
move and do not notify us you do not get the Bullekin, The Quarterly
costas ebout 207 to mail and if you have moved and not notified us
it costs us another 20/ to pet it back. Then we Send it agein to
your new address if you have oprovided one at wvour loecal vosteffice
and we spend ancther 25+ to try end get it to you. This soon eats
up yourmembership fee, That's enough static from me, I think you

pet the drift,
(’-T\>{tz5«,:;)729&17L)€\‘,_

The Editor




§ ) ARRIN OF PARIS. That was the

n on o new showroom right in the
it of Hollywaod's exatic Sunset Strip.
aod could never ignore a
pered through
v of the usual well-oiled

s auto show wi mn Darrin was en-
i tant by Mincrva.
I‘ mhard. Daimler- llenx Armstrong-Sidde-
ley. Renault. Citroen: all

manufacturers of the continent.
o dinner given for th; most
crs of the (L

5 |\r-
\«m ana thr

and Hollywood hecame
at breathless when it was discov-
all these rumars were uncon-
v true. Marlene Dietrich and Norma
Shearer already drove §2q.000 Rolls-
Ruvces that had heen designed and con-
structed by Darrin in Paris: and soon the
Parisien” designer was building s
cars for Dick Powell, Clark Gable

ey 1937

“his ide:

“Dutch” Darrin has carved for himself a remarkable

career which, perhaps, has not yet reached its peak

By Jim Earp

Flynn, Donald Meek
Dorothy Di I

and the Countess
<. Darrin had definitely

the lure of
a French designer; and somehow the ru-
mor never did insist on the fact that the
fabulous Heward A. Darrin of European
renown is as American as Coney Island.
Darrin chuckles s he remembers those
“With a name like Darrin. and that
Darrin of Paris.” everyone auton
ically assumed that I was French. In Hal-
Iywood that was worth more than all the
work T had done. Of course T fd
been designing cars in Paris for 15 years,
o why should 1 tell anyone that my an-
erican pioneers, or that a
fought in the American revolu-
It would just have mmplmumd
T don't remember that
¢ told
then T nev
wanted to think so.
Darrin has a natural instinct for show-
manship; he is a born promoter. And both
on design and the cars he has
constructed are as bold and original in

ourage anyone who

their concept as are his schemes Lo attain

financial backing. at is why he has
reigned as king of tl oachbuilders for 3o
years.

Darrin the artist

and Darrin the busi-
ness man worked as a smooth team when
arted in Paris. He and Tom Hib-
one to Paris in as repre-
of the budding LeBaron Com-
. but they soon realized that the
capit was with
wealthy t

agency
the cars sold well in the United Sta
for $13 to $izoco. Their well:

Darrin scurtic
in Antwerp, Bel

They proposed simply that they e
en the Paris age Mi
the Belgians pointed out that Minerva




le Roi des

had never sold more than a car or two a
year in Paris, Darrin unfolded the plan in
Getail. They would sell chiefly to Ameri-
cans planning an extended stay in Europe.

Darrin served as aw air observer with the
grst Escadrilie during the first world war

They could.drive the car while sightsee-
ing, then ship it home, taking advantage
of the duty exemption on used property.
The car would arrive in the United States
at a total cost much lower than the New
Vork price.

The Belgians were impressed with the
idea but finally rejected it on the grounds
that it would ruin their New York agent.
Darrin then promised that the price would
be set high enough so that no customer
car_home in less than
$r1 g for a used
vehiele. Aiter the Btlgnus mmtcd an
additional promise that all cars would re-
main in Europe for six months, they de-
manded §20,000 as a guarantee that the
price level would be maintained.

Neither of the partners had anything
approaching that sum of money, but they
had nerve and inspiration. Rushing back
to Paris, they were just in time to rent
space in the Paris auto show. By burning
gallens of midnight oil, they sketched a
number of special bodics for the Minerva
chassis and hired an artist 1o complete
full color drawings. They were, of course,
unable to display a car. but with great
aplomb they hung their picturcs under a
Told sign reading, “Minerve de Paris, Min-
erve de France.”

When the crowds poured into the Grand
Palais apening day, Darrin hegan circulat-
ing from stand to stand. Whenever he lo-
cated opulent-looking Americans gazing at
the lush limousines displayed by Hispano,
or perhaps Rolls-Royce, he would strike
up a conversation that leaned heavily to-

Carrossiers

ward the beauty and virtues of the Mi-
nerva, Tn case anyone ever doubted his
generous statements, well, Lhere were pic-
Lures to prove it.

After the show they were able to retum
to the Minerva factory with orders for
20 special bodies and $40,000 cash, repre-
senting a $2,000 deposit on each car. Ac-
cording to the terms of the agreement,
the customers were to pay half the price
of the car upon delivery of the chassis
:mr] the balance on completion of the ve-

convincing demonstration of
 oneself up by one’s boot-
straps, the resistance of the heads of the
Minerva firm collapsed completely. Per-
haps they considered the hazards of having
these two young men as competitors. They
even withdrew their demand for the
$20,000 bond.

In case this transaction docs not seem
incredible enough as it stands, there is
one more point that can be mentioned.
Darrin sold those Minerva town cars for
$8,000 or $9,000 cach. The entire chassis,
complete with the engine and all the run-
ning gear, cast him $600 at the jactory.

The firm of Hibbard and Darrin was
soon solvent. Darrin was free to work out
the wealth of revolutionary ideas that
flashed into his consciousness in an in-
exhaustible array. One of the first auto-
mobiles he designed in Europe featured
sliding doors. In 1926 he designed two
Rolls-Royce convertible sedans (see page
35, top right photos) that set the trend in
siyling for the next 1o years. They wese
the first c Darrin knows of with
rounded $utc~. units of each model
were purchased by Rolls-Royce of Amer-
ica—the first large-scale production order
the firm had received. General Motors
adopted the impressive hood. sides, and
fender lines of these cars for its produc-
tion Cadillic and LaSalle. and paid Hib-
bard and Dirrin a dly retainer
plus $1.0c0 per month for the pr
Even the Hil

was re-

chuding those
Hibhard
1 wore knawn as the foremost
esi irape. They were receiving
twice the mumber of orders lh\[ they
i ad 1o

v could
TI::- i opened show-
rooms just off the Champs Elvsecs and
finally boosted its production until it
turned oul magnificent, Jibly expen-
sive limousings c of 150 per year.
When Hibhard and Darein dissolved
their partiership in 1928, Darrin had de-

veloped his abilities and reputation to
such a point that it did net break his
stride. He formed a new partnership with
a French banker and named the firm Fer-
nandez and Darrin. He was retained as a
consulting engineer by most of the great
European manufacturers as well as Stutz,
General Motors, Dodge, and Studebaker.
When he designed for the Barker Coach-
works of London, they put his nameplate
beside their own ancient crest—an honor
nearly equivalent to an introduction at
court.

Darrin had_become a name with magic
in it. His cars stopped crowds all over the
world. And bold, new ideas still poured

. off his drawing boards—such as the drop-

head coupe which he developed and in-
troduced. In his search for a way to
lengthen the hoods of his more “sporty”
models, he invented under-the-cowl steer-
ing (see page 34, top leit photo). Besides
increasing the racy appearance of his
sports models, the design improved over-
all visibility. tg.such an extent that Dar-
rin was awarded the Brevet D'Invention.

By the early Thirties Darrin had passed
the experimental stage in the development
of his art, and had become confident, con-
trolled, and even. subdued in his tech-
niques of design. As he phts it, “Whea
we first started in Paris, nul:ud, knew any-
thing about designing cars. We used to
clutter them up with moldmg and oma-
ments because we didn’t know any better.
But I tried to aveid ornamentation as I
learned mote, and to build the car so that
its lines alone were enough.”

The latest cars he designed in Europe
show amazing flexibility in concept. Some
of his cars achieve their effect through a
feeling of massive power (see the Pan-
hard photo on page’34, lower left) while
others attain beauty through graceful,
fowing curves (see center lower photo.
page 34). .

At the peak of his successes in Europe
the devaluation of the dollar and the
ominous international situation in 1937
caused Darrin to pack up and return to
America. His arrival in California has al-
ready been described. Aiter an overwhelm-
ing success in selling all of Europe on the

“idea of an American coachbuilder, it was

not too difficult to sell Americans a world
famous Parisien designer.

Once Darrin settled down in Holly-
wood, he completely discontinued the use
of molding and designed his cars with
clear, sweeping lines that were almost
totally unencumbered with ornaments.
One of his most beautiful cars, the Rolls-
Royce designed for the Countess Di
Frasso, is absolutely devoid of amything
that might be called decoration. More
than any other single car, it demonstrates
that Darrin had reached that point of
artistic maturity where he could forget
tricky technique and think in terms of
pure form,




Strangely enough, this car v - v of
the last “one off” cars that Darrin con-
structed. The shop on the Sunset Strip
had started well. Rudy Stoessel and Burt
Chalmers (who are now partners in
Coacheraft Lid. of Hollywood) were
charge of construction and sales and the
shop was well organized. Darrin was tumn-
ing out incomparable cars; but from the
standpoint of the classic car fan, things
went to pot when the first Packard Dar.
rin was delivered to Clark Gable.

The car was too good, and so many ar-
dérs were received that Darrin had no
time to think of anything else. About 15
were constructed on the Sunset Strip, and
then Packard took over production. From
that time until the war started, Darrin
was immersed in the details of designing
production cars for Packard.

The war stopped everything, of course,
and Darrin went out of business as a de-
signer. Since he had served as an air ob-
server with the 71st Escadrille during the
first world war, and had spent some time
in 1919 as a manager of a scheduled
line, Darrin was chosen for the post of
field commander in an army contract
flight schoal. Actually, it was a good job,
but Darrin was never satisfied with it. He
had wanted to fly himself, but
Canadian and United States air force had
rejected him for being beyond the age
limit.

Almost immediately after the war, Dar-
rin was placed under contract by Kaiser
and stepped into a bitter feud with the
salaried designers on the plant payroll.
Although he was doing handsomely from a
financial standpoint (he received 75 cents.
for each Frazer, and so cenls for each
Kaiser that came off the assembly line)
his ideas were either ignored or distorted
beyond recognition. However, through the
benevolent intervention of Kaiser himsell,
he saw his ideas brought to fruition in the
1951 model, Tt was put inte production
with Darrin’s plans almost unchanged,
and before the paint was dry on the first
model off the assembly line, the car won
the Grand Prix D'Honneur at the Cannes
auto show.

Although Darrin’s contract with Raiser
forbids him to do any free-lance designing,
he is far from inactive. He is at present
furiously engaged in the preparation of
five new Fiberglas sports cars for delivery
to the Kaiser factory. If everything goes
well, these cars should be in factory pro-
duction within a year and will be sold at
around $2,800.

Like almost everything Darrin does. the
new sports car is radically original. The
top falds completely out of sight under
the rear deck, Cleverly designed sliding
doors remove the worry about curb height.
so the car is extremely low—only 34
inches. It is constructed on a Henry J chas-
&is. and with the light Fiberglas body to
improve the power-weight ratio, the car
may fill 3 long-felt need in this country.

Let us hope that Kaiser adds a respectable
powerplant and pays some careful atten-
tion to the suspension system.

It is obvious that the King of the
Coachbuilders is still willing to fight for
his crown, even against such formidable
antagonists as Ghia and Farina

Darrin is a healthy, athletic-looking

-man who shows little sign of his 50 and

some odd years, and he drives himself
with a furious energy that wears even his
younger assistants to the ground when
they try to match it.

It is an inferesting situation. Nash has
Finan Farina, and Kaiser has Darrin. Both
companies have demonstrated that they
are willing to chance something new.

‘We can be sure that something will pop.
somewhere.

—lim Racn

P& 2 Ik sartling to realice ©
<Ruyces we

ns let Hibbard
tity for the first
fees for per-
I" lines.

ime the hood.




5 & b, These two cars—one lonking massive
powerdul, the athee appearing gracefully
bath construcied on the saame

v Fermandcz and Darrin.

sckard chassis
Note that the

Tiard and Darrin_ molding (photes 1 & 2)
curves up the windshicld post and crosses
the hond. Slaping tonneau windshiclds and
thete maldings were Darrin trademarks for
yuars.

7 The then Viscount Louis Mounthatten

the fetures this

xactly where
them placed, The only
2on

the hucksters, “Has me cxirs.

8. To many minds the most beautiful car
cver designed, this Ralls-Royce w
construeted in Hollywood for the
Di Frasso. Note that the sk
are umnareed by any mdgets, Many w
recopnize this beauty as the star of
s Mills advertising shots.
1, This 1937 Ford four-seater is the first car
Dartin designed upon
States. The motor was stock the last we
irel, but what if a full house Merc,
a Barris paint job were . . .7 Colonel Fog
of #8862 Sunset Dlvd., Los Angeles still owns
the car.
10. This is the famous Packard Darrin. The
first was a “‘one off” model for Clark Gable,
Gable was in a fever of anticipation while the
ear was being completed, but rumor has it
that Gablg returned the car in three months.
At every stop light panting females clambered
aboard by way of the low, cut-away doors.
Neodiess to sy, driving became som
af a hazard.

needs more than the touch of
a woman’s hand . . . it needs the
touch of a matchi*



11. This car is chicfly interesting becuse
the body s constructed of Fiberglas. De-
signed and constructed in 1046, the Gar was
too far ahead of its time. Darrin says that
production plans were shelved because of
the inadequate Fiberglas available at that

12, This 1951 Cadillac boasts a
drop-head. Entire hard top is demountable,
Although the hood is electrically operated,
it is seldom necessary to raise it. The three
barely perceptil along the hood are
24 functional. One is a dummy. The other
two lift so that water and oil can be checked
and filled without raising the hood.

he only Packard Clipper convert-
was sold ta Errel Flynn in 1941,
e swept-back fenders and cut-away.
Had Packard refrained from changing
Darrin's plans, all Clippers would have been
graced by these features,

14. The graceful fender line of this ke
model Kaiser was drawn into the plans in
1946. The factory made such changes until
1951

15. This controversial Fiberglas sports car
laoks even better in real Bie, Kaiser hopes
to have them in production soon. We are all
waiting.
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The jet black finish

car is the center of
attention for Howard
P. DeVilbiss, left,
president of The De-
Vilbiss Company,
Toledo, and engineer-
ing vice president
Don Peeps. The
“glass” bedy of the
Darrin presented new
finishing problems on
which DeVilbiss has
recently  cooperated
with Kaiser Motors.
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Kaiser~Darrin—161
...the sports car America has been

waiting for. Designed by Darrin of Paris, built by
Kaiser-Willys...a new criterion of motoring
performance, a new standard of luxury.

Hand-crafted of wondrous armor-clad Fiberglas, the
fabulous Kaiser-Darrin measures only 36 inches from road
1o cowl, Its amazingly low center of gravity, combined
with light, pesitive steering, provides unbelicvable
stability on turns at any speed.

Tts three-position Deauville convertible top, unigue
sliding doors, and amazing weight-to-horsepower ratio are
only a few of the many preeminent advances that make it
the outstanding pleasure car of our day.
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DARRIN us.a.

H. A. DARRIN AUTOMOTIVE DESIGN, LOS ANGELES, CALIF.

A ording to aur information, no changes
have been made in the Darrin sports
car for 1957, This sleck, boulevard-type
spors car s available either in two-
scater roadster or hardtop version. The
Darrin uses a pressed-steel chassis of ioo-
inch wheelbase. It has an independent fronc
suspension system with coil springing, while
the rear suspension is a rigid axle with leaf
springs. The car body is made of reinforced
plastic material, The interior is luxuriously
fitted with concoured, bucket-type seats and
a particularly ateractive instrument panel
The luggage compartment in the rear deck
is rather large for a sports-type car. One of

DARRIN

dhe unusual features of the Darrin sports
car s its sliding doors, designed by Darrin
because of the car's low ground clearance.
possible to park the car
alongside a high curb without enw\mt;:;g
the problem of opening them in the
manner, if they were built on normal
The Darrin sports ear is powered by the
laest Cadillac: engine, which fn;t.dm will:
the 3o0-horsepower V8 equipped with a
?;.n barrel carburetor. Displicement of this
engine is 365 cubic inches, and the comprgs-
sion ratio is 10 to 1. Because of the car's
light weight, an excellent pawmo-wmgm
ratio s obtained,

The doors make it
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Speed. Endurance
And Manceuverability
Are Major Factors... The Kotsar-Burrin. s 'aniy 35\ Inckes

from roud to cowl, Designed by Heward
‘
—

Darrin, its bedy Is made of Fibsrglas.

- & Kaiser—Darrin
- ___—\i_‘*;.,_w s six-cylinder F-Hoad angine ids:
— gl prvv“;

a maximum horiepewer of 90 at
rpm., with compression ratic of 7.

cor has o largs, fully
o spacs in the reer.
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Plactic ”8@/ J

Makes Play for Sports-Car Fans

Kaiser-Frazer's new “show-off,” with the European look, weighs
1,500 pounds less than the lightest steel-body U. S. convertible.

MANY an eye will blink in wonder and
admiration when Kaiser-Frazer’s
dazzling bid for the sports-car market
appears on the nation’s highways in July.

Howard Darrin, its noted designer,
believes the American public longs for
“show-off” cars. The KF-161 is a show-
off in practically every respect, from
plastic body to beefed-up engine.

It is as low as a racing car—36 inches
from ground to cowl, only 54 inches
to the crown of its fold-away top—and BRI
nearly as fast. Its top speed is over AR ) 2
100 miles an hour, the exact figure de- TOP- nnn‘s lumiilalnii:w;m seats and floor tun-
pending on who 5 driving, It fakes off fobine doors nd dust, Al nstrumentsaee
like a rocket, whisking from 10 to 70 chometer, at the left of the ignition key.
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miles an hour in high gear in 15 sec-
onds.

Its power plant is a six-cylinder Henry
J engine souped up, with high-com-
pression head, three carburetors in line,
a modified camshaft and dual exhausts,
to provide better than 100 horsepower.
The “161” in its name is for piston dis-
placement. Compression ratio is 8:1.

The KF-161's speed and swift get-

WITH THE NYLON TOP UP, the KF-161, like all true sports cars, is a bit hard 1o get in and out of,

LIGHT SHOWS THROUGH the glass-fiber-rein-
forced plastic body in ils unpainted state,
when it resembles animal horn. The darker-
hued rear end has been given priming cont,

i T T
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see, 1 d 5 mi

away are partly the result of increased
power, partly of reduced weight.

It is the first car with a body of glass-
fiber-reinforced plastic to be produced
in quantity. Its body weighs only 300
pounds, enabling the completed car to
tip the scales at a fraction over a ton,
or about 1,500 pounds less than the light-
est steel-body U.S. convertible. The
weight-to-power ratio is 22 pounds.

IT'S A TEMPTATION to play w

doors of a KF-161. Each travel

rail that is part of the car’s frame.
i hty close to

the sliding
on a metal
As you can
he ground.




The ear’s body is molded in seven
parts: front end. rear end. hood, rear-
deck lidd. doors and floor. The parts that
fasten ta the frame are bolted to it. The
parts that, like the hood, fasten to other
plastic parts. are hinged. Sections where
halts pass through the plastic shell are
built wip to provide extra strength. The
hood. by the way, opens along its right-
hand side.

B

Front flap snaps onto windshicld.

THE NOVEL REAR-DECK LID s
backward direction, with its widest opening
near the seat backs. The collapsed top, as
well ax luggage, is lowered into the rear end

s open in a

Darrin believes that since the number
of foreign sports cars registered in the
U.S. has doubled in the last three years,
there’ lively potential demand for an
American car of the same general heft,
size, look and speed.

His KF-181, which is 15.3 feet long,
is exceedingly graceful and has a mini-
mum of “gock.” That is the word which
true sports-car fans use to deseribe all
hydraulically operated gadgets, chromi-
um decorations, power steering, automat-
ic transmissions and riding comfort.

Has Typical Hard Sports-Car*Ride

The KF-161's ride is hard, as the
lover of sports cars thinks it should be.
The steering and shifting are standard.
There’s almost no chrome work. The
doors—a brand-new note—slide into the
front fender cavities instead of opening
out, but you have to slide them yourself.
Even the wire wheels, which add so
much swank to the car’s appearance, are
optional.

Because of its exceptionally low center
of gravity, the car corners beautifully
and clings to the road. It has 132 square
inches of braking surface to restrain an
eager foot at the accelerator.

The price—not yet firmly decided—is
rumored to be under $3,000.—Wesley S,
Griswold.

there. To put the top up, you first have o
raise the rear-deck lid, which covers it com-
pletely when closed. The top opens funwise
as it is hoisted out of the rear end,
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A seductive murmur from the exhaust is the tip-off to an:
acceleration and cornering performance worth experiencing.

By Wilbur Shaw

T'S the next thing to blasphemy in the
beret set to taint the tires of 4 sports
car by sctting them down on a saucer
race track. but to wive the Kaiser Darrin
161 & whirl. I had one deposited for me
the other day at the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway. It wus the handiest place I
could think of where I could open it up
without greetings from a traffic cap.
Willys. now a subsidiary of Kaiser and
the actoal newnfacturer of the Darrin,
has attempted no Jegerdemain with this
car, It is powe with the company’s
90-horsepower F-head engine, and has

112 rorutar science

in sports car gets wnder way surprisingly ast.
a standard  three-speed  transmission
backed up with an overdrive wnit. Its
axle ratio of 455 iy designed more for
high speed.

mt a car that ac-
s a commendable top
1. “corners™
1 was enti cta-
de twms on dry
pavement at an indicated 35 miles an
hour. It began “breaking loose” on all
four wheels just bevond that speed. This
was with the rear-wheel “dig” provided
only by high gear. 1t was here, in pulling
out, that the axle ratio counted. On
rough footing the car hegan coming un-




A nice weight balance | n the axles keeps

stuck from the road about 10 miles an
hour earlier.

Before seeing what the car would do
flat out, I checked the speedometer. Its
error was about normal—3.7 miles an
hour on the high side at an indicated

m,p.h., and just over six m.p.h. at 90.
With a passenger aboard, top speed in
third gear was an indicated 90. At that
pace the tachometer in the instrument
cluster registered 5,200 r.p.m. Top speed
in overdrive was only slightly better—85.

Top speed in second gear was an indi-
cated 70 m.p.h., with a tach reading of
5,800, and that in first gear 40 m.p.h,

DUE 7O THICKNES!
strength, plustic  bodies
Tighter than steel one:
300 pounds. Total wei

f mal

the side sway in cornering to a minimum.

with the tach at 6,500. The little F-head
engine revved up amazingly high.

All speeds were averages of runs with
and against the wind.

Here are the average acceleration
times:

Zero to 30 m.p.h., using first gear only:
three seconds.

Zero to 40, using two gears: 7.5 sec-
onds,

Zero to 50, using three gears: 11 sec-
onds.

Zero to 60, using three gears: 14.7 sec-
onds,

Time to the quarter-mile from a stand-
ing start: 19% seconds.

Measures Up 1o European Sports Cars

Esthetically, Darrin has done himself
proud in the 161. (The designation is
taken frem the piston disy
The car can be stacked up agai
thing Europe has to offer in spor

The Kaiser Darrin is the first mass-
production U. S. sports car of thi
It's being made by Willys, alo
\V'\]IVS Kaiser and Jeep. because the

Kaiser people have Fused all their auto-
motive interests under the Willys
facturing name. The ™ n” comes
from Howard A. Darrin, the custom-car
designer who styled the job.

The car I drove was one of only 2000
that Willys will t and pos-
sibly only batch of pla her ante-




ered by a ¢
trim, including that on
seats and folding Ior is of
eml plastic cloth

mobiles. When they have been manufac-
tured and sold—at $3,668 a copy—the
company will stop and look at the mar-
ket. Chevrolet and Ford, the only other
U. S. companies making production-line
sports cars, are being equally cautious.

The prices on these cars are high not
only because relatively few are being
made, but also because plastic bodies
are expensive to manufacture. Until they
learn a faster way to do it, bury the myth
that plastic cars can be turned out of
molds as rapidly as cupcakes.

It's no great chore to mold the Darrin
body, though it does require more man-
hours than a steel body. The plastic is
laced with fibers, in a steel or aluminum
mold, and forced into shape like a felt
hat, under heat and pressure. But then
the problems start. Plastic pieces have
to be cemented together, often bolted.

REAR DECK LID is split between
two compartments—one for the
top when lowered, the other for
luggange. Only two molds are used
to form main body structure.

TRICK sunln& DOOR disap-
e fender when
oses flush with
the body metal. The frame
is a modified Henry Js.

Finishing problems are complex. As
the stuff comes from the mold, it has im=i=}
perfections. That requires patching, and
the plastic requires time to cure.

Stow “Crumple Rate” Means Safety

Vet the stuff must have a temrific ea-
pacity for absorbing impact stresses. In
one instance a Darrin unexpectedly en-
countered a truck at a blind intersection
at 40 miles an hour, The car wasn’t much
to look at after the dust settled, but the
driver walked away unscathed. He was
saved by what engincers know as the
slow “crumple rate” of the body material,

Plastic hodies are also excellent sound
dampers. They filter out extraneous
noises. That's one reason why the seduc-
tive tailpipe music of the Kaiser Darrin
comes through so clearly, as deep-toned
as any sports-car lover could ask. END

Model: sports car.

Engine: 6-cyl.,

4,200 r.p.m.; comp 1; piston
displacement, 161 cu piston, travel (in
et per car mile at 20 m, ), 2,101 bore
and stroke, 8.125” by 8.5%; crankshaft bear-
ing surface, 50.14 5q. in; foque, 185 lh-ft
at 1,600 r.p,

Wuglu. 2,175 1b, (without gas and oil);
per hp., 24.1 b,

Transmission: 3-speed manual shift
rear-axle ratio with overdrive, 4.55:1

Steering ratio: 24:1; radius of turning
circle, 174",

FACTS ON KAISER DARRIN 161 3

Effective brake-lining area: 176 sq. in.

Springs: front, coil; rear, semi-e].lipu‘c

Outside dimensions: height,
bow of top 50.8", to base of w1||dih|cid 36"
over-all lmgtl\ w th b and guards,
1847; width, w base, 100"; over-
]nng, f‘:unt 35" re)r 49”; tread, front and
Te

&
&

l side_dimensions: seat-cushion widths
(total), 50.6”; leg room, 46.8”; headroom,
35.6"; seat huighr, 9.8"; vertical dnsmnm
steering wheel to seat cushion, 5.27; seat
adjustment, horizontal 57, vertical 0", ot

Tire size: 5.90 by 15,
$3,668, Toledo, Ohio.

Price:
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Driving down the “crookedest street in the world”
- - . firstimpressions of the new Kaiser , , , preview

of a supercharged Kaiser - Darrin sports ear

'HIS MAY LOOK LIKE Kuiser-

Willys month, but it wasa't intention-
al—it just worked out that way, what
with making a trip w San Francisco, Kaiser
and Willys just coming out with their new
linc of cars, and geting our first chance
10 give the Kaiscr-Darrin 161 a good driv-
ing around.

The piceure you sce in the upper right-
band corner of this pige was taken dur-
ing the press un g of the *54 Kaiser
and Willys. Ws a 54 Kaiser on the

st street in the world,” locared

San Feancisco. In the space of one
ahore block Lombard Street drops off at
a sharp angle, making four complece left
urns and four equally sharp right turns.
¥'s brick surfaced, is about & ar widih
and a half wide, and_has & suitable re-
mining wall for anyone who loses control
going down (if's only onc-way).

The first time down, a Kaiser rep
(Jack Davies) was ar the wheel. Withoue
 word of warning (the street being new
to me) he sormed down in high gear,
spinning the sceering wheel from lock o

w keep from piling up on the low,

but formidable retaining wall. Afrer dhis 1.
wok

over.

Turning it hard into corness, 1 ler loose
of the wheel and it reracaed to neuteal by
el It was a rare experience, and 1 was
happy thar the Kaiter was as good-han-
dling as i s.

1954 |.\|31=|| ANHATTAN
V] RE ON the subject of
\ ability, here's whar
Don MacDionald had 1o say sbout the 34
v e drove recently.
Kaiser handles nicely with Mon-
roc pawer assistnce (which requires enly
four to six pounds pull before wking
over). Ordinary highway mancuvering re-
quires hardly any efforc Only threccurns
lock to lock make parking easy. The
steering wheel s disconcertingly small.

“Accessibility  of secondary  controls
Ias been notably improved this year. You
bardly have to ke your lef hand from
the sicering wheel to operate the heat and
wentilaion quadrant. This is a good safety
feawre in that you don't have to divere
your auention from the foad to operate
the controls.

“The McCulloch-blown engine starts in-
¥ wrning the ignition key to the
. Kaiser and McCulloch engineers
haye worked closely together 10 keep
down the noise level of the supercharger
for this stock car installation. They bave
succeeded so well chat you may feel n
liwde cheatcd after paying for this con-
versation picce that is 0 unobtrusive
your passengers may neve notice it; there’s
0o ourward indication of this underhood
surprise package cither.

“Performance-wise, though, they will
know chat there’s something very unusual

about your new Jear's super.
chacged Manhotan  with Hydra-Matic
has at least 25 per cenc better acceleration
from & sanding start than last year's un-
blown version with the same transmission,
Improvement in the mate iMporant pass-
ing range is even berer. Last year's car
took over a half-minute to get from
50 o 80 mph. Now it can be done in
slightly under 20 seconds; this makes the

ns. Another impar-
wnt safery consideration which only 1
provide is that perform-

up ¢ altitude. Other, more
powerhul, cars will be hard presied to
match the Kaiser's ability in the second
half of o long mounain climb (like Pikes
Peak) becuuse they do not have forced
ai induction.
Visbilty theough che bis windshicld

s good. Corner posts are unobrrusively
thin cxcept at the top where the excess
thickness can hide traffic lights at cercain
angles. The ratan-textused crash pad on
anel has o glare-proaf surface, the
:.;,m rolored fcing 1SR ndency o8 5o
ect in the windshicld, and the sun visors,
when down, blocked 0ff pare of the rear

view mirror.”

KAISER-DARRIN 161
WHEN WE REQUEST a road mwst or
impression test cat, we ask for a produc.




sion model and that means nor specially
tuned. Despie this rule, though, we
couldn’t get very upsc when we found
that the only Darrin available w drive
was an experimental job powered by a
z.lctultuch-sulmmnm Willys F-head,
The Darrin is bigger than competitive
Americin. sporc-pe s such s the
Corvette and the Nash-Heal Tts si
(184 inches long—67% inches wide)
emphasized by the massive front £l
and che long bood, which i actually
higher at the nose than at the
i d

on the driver’s
side when the top is up. You lean in head
first; place your righe hand on the pas-
senger sear for balance; and squigale
(a word coined for this opetation) around
the door post and under the wheel. There
is no other practical way.

Once inside (still with the wp up)
there is plenty of head- and shoulder-
room. Closing and locking the slids
door from the inside is awkward
roller bearings on laer models make
this easier. The two bucket sears (with
optional safery belis) are very comfori-
able. Clutch, brake, and accelerator pedals
are nicely spaced, although your left foot
cn ngle with the frame rail on the
way up o the cluch. The shift lever is
easy 10 reach on top of the transmission
eonel. The round, fullsize instruments
mousted in the padded pancl are a de-

light to the eye; a 6000-rpim tach takes the
place of honor in front of the driver.
Thougheful features are a manual choke
and the emergency brake mounted on the
panel for right-hand use.

Forwand visibility is maceed somewhar
by the high hood, but t© the rear, its ex-
cellent even with the top up. The thr
piece, wraparound transparent ir
sandard. The side.curtains are cumb
some, drafty, and do not permit hand s
naling when zipped in place. Aside from
this, quality of trim and uphalstery is
ourstanding

Out on the road, we soon Lxumk aware

the tach), we tromped down into direce
which also kicks in the supercharger. The
tach jumped t© 3800 almost immediately
and acceleration was oaly slightly less

;Iuln.m( The liule
thro: t home in the unfamil e

(for ity n{ 4500-plus rpm. In the m b
raund was the whine of the blo
4.55-rear-axle ratio combined with
everdrive and supercharger is tricky. Full-
throtele standing stass in low spin the
whesls on any pavement, and when you
do get going, you'te soon a tpms wh
area’t healthy for a borrowed Willys en-
ginc. A normal shifc w0 direct sccond is
fairly fast, and you can sty Aoorboarded
to about 50 mph before dropping down t©
direct high. This technique, if it can be

clled thar, will consisiencly give 0-60
times in the neighborhood of 10 s \sz
Co

inddequare

somewhar :hlnpe
A high gear downshift at 30 mph will
bring you up to G0 in about 10 seconds,
and we rimmed two scconds off this by
& second puerdrive, even though the

is nor fully operating under

The KD-161 can be taken over a par-
ly bad washboard road ar respec-
speeds. The low center-of-gravity
s the car stable during severc corner-
and ;m instant power from the supe-

action
when the rear end broke loose during an
s mancuver.
he overall sicering ratio of 24 1o
1 (2% wrns lock 1o lock) might be con-
sidered high for a sports car, but_gives
an excellent feel of the highway. Power
& is mot available, bur overdrive is
the stock transmission on the Darrin-de-
signed  roadster, All in all, the ' KD-
161 should be of interest to those who
want 4 car that's fun to drive, and easy 10
service, 1f Kaiser-Willys *engineess and
sales people decide to produce this cat in
supercharged form it will be very cofn-
petitive to the Corvette in performpange.

Built for Kaisor-Fra

Glass-Fiber Sports Car -

Has Sliding Doors

You'll never re:ugane the chas-
low sports
y of glass. hbe. ®desined. by
e little Hen-
J, dwwed in luam_v Sliding
Li‘t’!ol.! eliminate ﬂ‘lu dns:gnnr s con-
When the
hum‘lr is luwcd, i TR
s been no com-
ment about pri ndu:nm runs on
“uﬁas bods, it betng the oy
ic models that Kaiser-
d cnmm:ssmned to be

built for the Hemy J chassis.

sis_beneath the

Howar

cern for curb

wart ere hi

-uhp
Frazec h:

one of




DETROIT
SPORTS-CAR
STORY

By John Bentley

car picture which now features o
trio likely 1o offer serious competi-
tion to the European product, Talks
with everyhody—from sports-car on-
thusiasts to  corporation stylists—
helped erystallize icture.

First, the Chevrolet Corvette which
many of you saw at the General
Motors Motorama. Except for those
projecting rear fins ncedlessly hous-
ing the tail lights, 1
pass for a blood cous
ningham after a 21-day Hollywood
diet, The finish is quitc good, but
then that's true of mast p
So Is the powers o
shade over 18 pounds per bhp (160
bhp for 2,900 pounds), which is
theoretically a little better than the
stock Jaguar XK 120. Doubiful
(certainly for competition pur-
poses) are the Powerglide trans-
miesion and the Chevy suspension
which don't belong in a sports c
‘With Mauri Rose gned to assist
in e Corvette's development,
something might yet be done about
this before production gets under
way in June.

The price tag, mot yet officially
written, probably will read $3,500.
How about some wire wheels ta cool
those Chevy brakes? A corporation
official informed me that wire wheels
are “on their way outr.” Ahem.

Next, Kaiscr-Frazer's DKF 161
Sportster, a neat two-scater con-
vertible with s Fiberglan body styled
by Howard Darein. This one (wire
wheels and sll) tips 2,000 pounds
for it 100hp six-cylinder L-head

Chevrolet Corveltr

SPORTS SPECIALS

engine with an 8 to | compression
rutiv. Lugging & modest 20 pounds
ver bhp, it will go from 10 to 70
mph in 15 sces., presumably through
the gears. You'll be able to buy ene
in July, but the price hasn't yet been
announced. I'd way u good guess
would be not under $2,800.

For the thied mechanical wonder,
we must flit to Glendale, Cali.,
where Frank Kurtis has cvolved u
rugged but real sports job based an
the Indianapolis Ofy-pawered bomb
with which Bill Vukovich so nearly
ed lnst year's 500 mile race.
This ane has all the ingredients, in-
cluding torsion bars and racing
brakes, and you can buy it either in
kit form or complete with almost
any e ne and transmission.

Among several power unit tried,
modified Hudson elght Twin-H
engine has shown such promise that
I wouldn't be surprised 1o see Hud
ron adopt the Kurtis Kraft cha
and produce a sports car of thei
before many mao: much
1 can tell you without having my
cars pinned back: Hudson's higher-
ups are “sery interested” in the idea
and the stafi’s top cchelon numbers
at least two keen sports car en-
thusinsts—Rey D. Chapin, Jr. and
Frank Spring. The firm’s recepivity
can alsa be ganged, perhaps, by
uctive and successful interest
stuek car racing, We'll see.

‘While in Detroit I got the blood.
hounds on the trall of 2 mysterious
Studebaker sports ear that people
are whispering about, but the scent
went cald, cunningly obliterated by
official denials. However,
uble firm apparently has given the
nod 10 an overhead camahaft conver-
sion kit for its V-B engine which
already produces 120 bhp. This kit,
which is 1o be manufactured by a
local contractor, should be available
long before the twelvemonth is over.
Overhead camshaft, huh? And the
1953 Studebaker is only two Inches
higher than the MG with it top up.
Given the chasis and the power, all
you need is a body. Can there be
~moke without a fire? I donb it.

seo

Kaiser DKF 161

Dream Girl

In New Yark, recently, on his way
back to taly from the Mexican road
race, the mercurial, irrepressible
“Ginonin" Braceo told an smusing
story in voluble Italian—his Esiglis
being confined to “Yes” und *No."
Seemn that hin wife, her suspicions
thoroughly arouscd, one day asked
him paint blank: “Who is this beau-
tiful Mercedes you keep talking
ubout in your sleep?"”

Loophole

With the Anuteur and Trade ruc-
ing entry controversy billowing out
before a strong breeze of ports-car
, SCCA’ 1953 Com-

peti gulutions provide food
for thought. 1 refer to Section I
efining “Amatenr” status

vers, Clause 3 says that

loeal sponsoring body (the ialics
are mine) transportation of cars or
person, food, lodging or other ex-
alved in attending » race
as bt

docen't state specifically that a driver
cannot aceept these henofits from
the enti t of a car.

Let's say you are Joe Blow, &
sports.car driver of great skill and
renawn. ufacturer, dealer or
tuning shop likes ta have you on ita -
team beeause you win races. Yon
can't accept “wages or other com-
pensation™ for the job (Clause 2)
but when traveljng to Walls-Walla
for that 12-hour race, you sure can
pad your expense account, There are
several ways of skinning o e

Gilding the Lily

Did you MG owners ever umitise

for your ear? I've just rounded up
41 gimmicks with which you can
embellish or improve your TC or
TD, Seems u whole new industry has
geown up around the needs of fas-
tidious MG enthusinsts.

Kurtis Kraft Sps




NUTD AGE

By JOE

As new as the sunrise tomorrow o
Howard Darrin designed K.
with possibly one eseeption.
wently revolutior
¢ built, a 19

|

design step with today
daors ave all hut impo

ste
. The ]:lmm:nut
body of this K-F beauty allows t
ness, too, is another outstanding feature,
. therefore, brings the center of gravity 'way dows

exceptional handling qualitics, Production plans

call for the line to start moving this job down to custom-
ers sometime early in the autumn; possibly even as

Lkaiser-

SPORTS

WHERRY

nm rnnsmmhly priced postwar sports car.
The cr was in Det
red tape, o Bl Springer, manager of the av,
was on the other end of the line, When [ asked if a road
test for Auto Age was possible, Bill cleared his throat,
talked in a muffled voice to someone nearby, said to hold
the phone. After a couple minutes Bill S, said if I could
beout at the plant at Willow Run at 1:00 P. M., hed
make every effort in the meantime to pry loose one of
the two experimental jobs at the plant.

To make a long story short, about three hours after
our phone conversation, I found myself sitting low, my
legs stretched out in front of me and parallel 1o the

Roar dock is smooth arcept far small handl
Noto dual exhaust slpu‘ teillights fram big
sor. Wido rear window on top allows full vision,




Hord cornsring produces no mors tway
than any good tports car. Hondling i fine.

road beneath, and the speedometer indicating a com-
fortable 90 mph on an uncrowded four lane highway.

A lot has been written in the last year or so about
this car; millions around the country have seen it on
display, so it's not necessary to go into any complicated
detail ‘on_the design. Suffice it to say, the only e: cnur
parts oi Kaiser-) Frazer's current line are the big Kaiser's
taillights and wheel discs, Everything else from the scem-
ing small grille (there was ne overheating in three hours
of hard driving on a warm day) to the rear deck is new,
glass mat a . Incidentally, wire wheels will bhe
optional at additional cost.

After getting familiar with the car, and this included
the conventional 3-speed transmission and overdrive—
unusyal on a sports car—we started acceleration tests

Performance Data
Malser-Darrin Sperts Car

Mqﬂlﬂ&dw 10.8 seconds

Meulmum speed
Approximataly 100 mph (true spoed)
Broko fost From 30 mph: 36 ft.
45 mph: 81 f.

$0mph: 143 ft.

Fusl consumption (ot steady 80 mph)
21,4 mpg in overdrive

Speedometer error
At 80 mph, 85 mph

ar power that do no
line Willys with an
e Hally carburetors, needed
I mentioned this later to one of the engineers

tuning.
and he verified the fact. From about 50 mph on up,
there seemed to be a shight ignition lag. Even so, the
performance figures are good, true sports driving is not

anly possible but is virtually unavoidable, and addicts
will be delighted to learn that this DKF- 161 will do a
sharp 90-degree turn at a good 40 mph with so litde
sway that you have the impression of being in any one
of several fine European jobs.

Taking normal highway turns on the four-laner that
runs past Willow Run airport at an indicated speed of

nding frontal fecture is the very small
Evan 50, no averheating noted on tait.




kaiser-
darrin

latter poured on the coal, but, as we approached a corner,

i ile we took it at full gallop.
The DKF has a healthy snarl, accentuated by the dual
;_uhnusr system, an item every true sports car should
ave.

Off on a country side road we found the ride to be
firm. Over the bumps at no more than 30 mph produced
the usual sports car ride—something one has to get
accustomed to, but fun when you get into the spirit of
driving for pure enjoyment. As speed increases in the

F, the bumps smooth out. On a railroad cro ing
there is none of the usual pitch and dive of the so-called
sports cars that are being ballyhooed as the equal of
the real thi Braking is very positive with no pitching.

Americans have been promised sports cars by Detroit
for so long that it's refreshing to have the opportunity
ta drive the DKF. Even so, there are a few features on
the car that are quite common in conventional family
cars, yet have no place on a sports car. So here are a
few_objections: overdrive is operated by lifting and
depressing the acctlerator in the usual manner; the con-

ional horn ring gets in the way if one carcs to in.
dulge*in fast cornering and other sports maneuvers ; and
the vacuum aperated windshield -wiper is not likely to
do the job in a heavy rain,

OF course the DKF cannot legitimately be called a
competition mount simply because the engine displac
ment would put it in a class where it would be ou
performed as far as speed is concerned. Even so i

Edmands head, Hally carburetars, Fram filters and 100 bp fill roomy angine compariment.

This. workman Ty complating assembly af Fibsrglas body on spacial chassi

not on praduction line.

possible to have a Sports car without the necessity of
its being actually capable of class competition. Sports
car driving encompasses facets of driving pleasure other
than racing; for example rally driving is a growing sport.
If the booming membership of the Sports Car Club of

merica is any criterion, many persons who formerly
drove out of necessity are beginning to learn that drivi ing
and maneuvering a car with superior handling qualitics
over unusual terrain can be pure enjoyment.

So, because the new DKF actually has the handling
as well as the physical characteristics of true sports cars,
we feel justified in placing this car in the sports ear
category.

We mentioned three specific objectionable ‘featurcs a
couple of paragraphs back, By no means are these
inadequacies without remedy. We would politely sug.
gest that the overdrive control he removed from the
accelerator linkage and placed on the dashboard after
manner of the Austin-Healey and the Sunbeam Alpine.
A conveniently situated toggle switch would then function
cither up or down with this advantage : from overdrive
(or fourth speed) the driver could instantly throw the
toggle and, by synchronizing the foot throttle, place the
car in the lower third speed upon approaching a carner.
Try shifting dow i driving, with a
car in overdrive when the latter contral is linked to the
accelerator—to do 50 one must exert additional pressure
on the throttle to kick back into third (conventional
high), and while there may be a slight decrease in speed,
there is little effective engine braking because any
decrease in throttle pressure will

Camfortobla coctpit has complate instrumants,




imme ely and automatically kick the
transmission back into overdrive, right
where we started on this shifting down
process.

Consider yet another
lack of transmission fe
throtle controlled automtic oyerdrive:
we are dashing up a grade in third gear
that is just a bit steep for easy negotia-
tion in ‘overdrive when we are required
ta slightly slacken our pace. This means
coming off that foot throttle. What hap-
pens? We suddenly find ourselves in
averdrive and the engine is lugging a
Of course we can casily shove on
the thrattle and pop back into canven-
tional third gear (high), but we have

an additional antomatic throw of
the gear box. A dyed-in-the-wool sports
car fan winces at such unnecessary me-
chanical devices, Most of us would prefer
the toggle simply because we would then
‘have ?’ul[ control over third and fourth
gear.

The horn ring, to continue, is super-

uous on a sports car. It's nice on a
family car (I suppose), but we found
our sleeve continually pushing against
the horn, with noisy results when we
were mancuvering this way and that
around tight corners, The DKF is not
alone in this horn ring matter—these
gadgets scem to be growing to greater
diameter in many family cars too. For
many years those who buy and drive
sports cars cither in or out of com-
petition have been perfectly happy with
& seenmingly old fashioned horn button
that can be shoved when required. The
harn button is out of the way. Many fans
Tiave been heard to mention, this ring as
'bemp: undesirable when viewing the

stance nl the
ity with

®

Ln-.lly, the windshield wipers should
be electrically operated. 1t's been known
to rain in the middle of a rally in hilly
country, and when it rains under such
circumslances, a vacuum wiper often
fails to do its joh properly when climb-

Kaiser-Darrin
Sports Car

ing with resulting poer vision,

%n not mlilake 1 ue ohservations as
indictments of wi ieve is an
admirable and gumally 5uccvss|\ﬂ pro-
ject on
engineers. Here is a car runy upﬂbh: p
providing, at medium price, |Iw sort of

and  general

that many of us Americans have long
been secking, We found this car 1o be
camfortable, attractive, and far superior
to anything else of American origin that
is likely to he in production and avail-

the next few months with the
possible exception of the Chevrolet Cor-
wette. We haven't had the pleasure of
driving the Corvetle, but from all ac-

ing
of the car, Chevrolet's puss.hnlmes seems

to be the anly other American job on the
horizon in a reasonable price class. As
mentioned above, the DKE will be in
production as this issue reaches the read-
er, 5o it remains to be seen whether it
will be the only all-American 3.000-
dollar sports car this autumn,
We feel justified in offcring the com-
pliments of this magazine to Kaiser-
Fraser for an excellent car. As lnr the
Fiberglas body. it's beatifully designed;
and as an article elsewhere in this issue
deals specifically with this miracle ma-
terial, we'll just say that we heartily
apprave. The three beefs we've offered
are our honest apinions; they are casily
The writer these
points with a K-F engineer who
tened politely and agreed in principle.
For the exponent of luxury combined
ith sports, the DKF is an acceptable
, and the jolly spms car driving fan
Il “approve too. The Willys engine is
excellent, takes to =oupmg ke a duck
to water, an ¥ maintnined—parts
are obtainahle c\trywl e. The same
goes for the front suspension (individual

coil _springs) and the rear semi-
ellipticals.
We liked the DKF extremely well-—

we think the public will teo.

Number of cylinders
Bore. .

Sirok.
Main bearings
Displacamant. .

KAISER-DARRIN SPECIFICATIONS

& [L-head)
3
3

161 cu, in,

ot 4200
ns h.-lh‘ o 2680 s pm

H-nd ith spaciol Harmon Collns camshalt
Thre
Cor "m......ﬂ Lapand

2,100
oy bor hp (048 hp par Ib.)
100 inches

35 fr.
Worm and rofler
%

5901 I5
anl 54 in.; Rear: 54 in.

ith Ednmm’l head

I oo Ovmdnu: o7

- wih fop in ploca




WILLYS MOTORS, INC.

KAISER-WILLYS SALES DIVISION
TOLEDO, OHIO

Service Bulletin

TO ALL DISTRIBUTORS AND DEALERS:

An engine miss and loss of power may occur on Kaiser model vehicles. equipped with.a
supercharger if the lead wire from the supercharger kick-down relay switch s not properly
connected to the ignition post of the ignition coil.

It is suggested that when any cases of engine miss and power loss are reported by the owner
or when any under hood services are performed, that the mechanic check to be sure that
the lead wire from the supercharger kick-down switch and the ignition switch wire are at-
tached to the same post on the ignition coil,

Also, a check should be made to be sure that the ignition cables from the distributor to the
spark plugs do not have an internal opening at the spark plug terminal ends,

‘When the car is new and the spark plugs have not had an opportunity to accumulate lead
deposits, engine miss due to the above defaults usually will not occur. If new spark plugs
were installed without making sure of the above corrections the customers would only tem-
porarily be out of trouble possibly 1500 miles.

To check for an internal opening in the ignition cables the following procedure for testing
can be made,

1. Disconnect the ignition cables from the spark plugs and distributor cap.
NOTE: Grasp the boot, not the cable itself, as pulling the cable instead of the boot can
cause an internal opening in the cable and will cause the engine to miss,

2. To determine if an open condition exists in a cable, test it using a 6 volt battery
and a B volt lamp. See sketch, If lamp fails to light when the circuit is completed,
replace the cable as an open circuit exists.

IGHITION CABLE

BATTERY

N, (4

K-W NO. 276

December 28, 195¢

ELECTRICAL

ENGINE
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Here is a frank appraisal of
why Cadillac gets the 1952
Motor Trend Engineering
Achievement Award.

How does your car rate?

PERFORMANCE DATA CHART
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ECONOMY—
MAINTENANCE

PERFORMANCE
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For Lack of water. ..

over ten million batteries

failed last year «

Make all your trips pleasant ones . . . have your

car equipped with SAV-A-BATTERY
What Sav-A-Battery Caps are

They are new flexi-plastic reservoirs replacing the
regular battery caps and holding a reserve supply of
water for the battery.

Feed water to battery automatically as needed.
Maintain constant correct water level.

Tell at a glance if battery needs water.
Cannor averflow.

Will not break if frozen o struck.

Just squecze like 2 syringe to il.

How to Sell Them

Install a sec on every new car. For the small additional

cost, the buyer won't let you take them off.

Increase the sales appeal by installing Sav-A-Battery
Caps on every used car.

Have a set filled ready to show to every service cus-
tomer. 9 out of 10 will buy.

60% of battery failures are caused by lack of water.

Sav-A-Battery Caps are low cost Battery insurance.

KAISER-FRAZER SALES CORPORATION
KAISER-MOTORS CORPORATION « WILLOW RUN. MICHIGAN




THE KAISER STORY

After nine years, three lines of cars and 750,000 vehicles, an
important name is slipping out of the passenger car picture

IRST the Frazer quietly dmilped out of production. Then

the Henry J was discont it looks very much
as If the Kaiser is following it Iug and little brother into
history—at least as far as preduction in this country is
goncerned. The last of 1,000 Kai to fill an order from
Argentina came off the assembly line last summer; prior
ta that, ne Kaisers had been built for nearly a year.

Thus, the noble effort of Henry J. Kaiser to crack the
very competitive automobile field looks like it is being
written off. In this respect, it joins a distinguizhed list of
other makes—although among them, it stands alone as a
hig-scale effort that has been unmatched in recent years.
" However, Kalser-Frazer has left behind a record of inter-

esting accomplishments. It can even be credited with intro-
dueing some of the current siemlnmmm-‘ in cars. There
were some refreshing ideas in sty
of experimental touche: influence
+than raany people re K-F will mu a come-
back, but company officials are saying nothing.

Even hefore the first car was -F caused wild
speculation. There was talk of front-wheel drive and torsion
bar suspension. Such features actually were incorporated
in prototypes, but production and engineering problems
caused them to be sidetracked in favor of more conventional
designs. Had Kaiser made the grade, it might have revo.
lutionary cars today. ®

imber

First Kaisers and Frazers helped introduce fenders faired into sides of body and horizontal, rather than vertical, grilles.




1 in 1953 with new hody lines
cluxe K

Kaiser. This style,

at
) o e
bnh in the:

SUPERCHARGED KM%FH as affered in 1935 models was
of eourse, was the MeCul-

rom bricf use of the

r (and Frazer) was powered
prewar Glmhntnln] engine
ular inline six-cylinder. Good s

tion would b the Kaiser story had it come

: of the V-8 type which would have given

s a run for the money. Kaiser had

iy througl
alidl not enhance:

types of cars
One of the best

EXPERIMENTS in product
K-F had energy and

ally anti
il e vehicles, was the Traveler, intro
nlu B e ight is 1931). Clever
Lol rear deck tha Dt never eaught
wn The most ambitions exp was the Henry
med in o nationwide contest.,
v 1951 as a light cconomy car 1o fill
be a serious gap in the price ranges
or alko got the jump an other Detroit
actual produe-
of Kaiser-Darrin
iding doors, but

HOTOR LIEE November, 1955

FRAZER MANHATTA
three !m"hu; lmwu than
t

: page. In
Junt i pears; the Fraer i 0w nalohtar I restidin
insofar us ornumentation was concerned. Note o
on sides and fore and aft is plentiful, although hood is stll
bare of all decoration.
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THE first plastic-body automobile to be
produced in any quantity—a two-seater
Henry ] sports car styled by Howard Darrin
of Hollywood—will make its appearance this
year. Kaiser-Frazer plans to make- 1,000,
. Price? Guesses range from $2,500 up.

The use of plastic, reinforced by Fiber-
glas, reduces the body weight 300 pounds
under that of a metal car. There are two
luggage compartments, one under the hood.
Both hood and trunk are opened by knobs
on the dash. The convertible top—also push-
button controlled—folds neatly into the rear

luggage compartment.

RECOGNIZE THIS CAR as a Henry J? New plastic
body with glass-fiber reinforcement stands

SLIDING DOORS are car’s outstanding feature.

..Touch a button and an electric motor_pulls
door forward inside front fender panel,
does double duty—it raises, lowers wis .

Kaiser Plans
Plastic-Body
Henry ) =

only 34 inches high to top of wind
tom of door is lower than curb height.

SEAT IS TRIMMED to match or contrast

paint job to suit customer. Curved two-piece
windshield extends hack to door line.
cylinder, 65-hp. engine powers the car.

A sl




The sports car
the world has been

fened by Darrin
of Puris
built by Kuiser 1 illys

Presenting the aiser4Darrin
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FIGURE 30-1 - BODY SHELL - EXPLODED VIEW

PART HAME GROUP

Ratainsr, Headlight Hnum‘-i.ng. Right..
Hood Completa...cceueees sssssa
Baffls, Radiator Shroud, Iught..
Shleld, Front Fender Splash, Right.

Shield, Front Fender Rear Splash Shie 18.010
Cover, Overdrive Housing.. 9,265
Panel, Dash,...... &0 30.05%
Panel, Spare Tire Wlll. 30,058
Lid, Folding Top Gumpartment 30,921

Covar, Gear Shif' .
Shield, Front Fender Hear 5p:|.nh, La

Panol, Body Front Ende.esessserssss
Rotainer, Headlight Mounting, Left.
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Thase aren’t real wire wheels, but snop-on discs. The taillights are stock Koiser wnits

KAISER-DARRIN
DKF -161

This limited-production job
is a very close approach
to a true Americon sporis car

s this book is published, the Kaiser-
A Darrin has been on the market approxi-
mately a year. To this date, slightly over
850 have been sold out of an original
production of something like 450 complete
cars.

The car’s model initials stand for builder
Kaiser, designer Howard Darrin, and the
161 cubsic inches displacement of the Willys
F-head engine respectively. Essentially the
Darrin, as the car has come to be called, is

designed to please the sort of driver who
appreciates superb roadability and moder-
ately high performance,

I have put in a total of some 1,500 miles
in four Darrins. Each of them was strictly
stock with the 90-horsepower Willys F-head
engine, and three-speed synchromesh trans-
mission with overdrive. The engine has now
been in service for a good three years. In
this age of V-8 engines and overhead valves,
the Willys F-head is one of the most reliable
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Writer power-drifts Darrin in 2nd overdrive
around @ wide flat turn ot 45 mph
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and efficient power plants that is built any-
where regardless of size or number of
cylinders.

The Fiberglas body is not made by a
new technique; this type of construction is
now well developed. The auto buying pub-
lic seems to have overlooked the proven
worth of Fiberglas: it'll never rust, and it's
easy to refinish with lacquer should the
owner want a change in colors.

The doars are an innovation: they slide
forward into the body and operate smoothly
if one exercises a bit of care to prevent an
accumulation of dirt on the channel. The
upholstery is Vinyl, a leatherlike plastic that
can be cleaned with a damp rag and will
wear well. Two people are accomodated

As manual top i raised, the landeau bars straighten
out until they can ba fastened

very comfortably in individual seats with
the covered transmission between them.
There’s plenty of legroom.
The gear shift lever is mounted on the
ission rise and is ible by only
a slight reach of the driver's right hand
from its usual place on the steering wheel
—which has a lockto-lock of only 2%
turns, providing very quick and easy
steering,

The coachwork is excellent despite the
fact that Fiberglas requires a large amount
of hand work. Tight-fitting side screens with
large plexiglas windows fit quickly into
place in grooved channels around the fold-
ing top. At speed with the side screens in
place there is no more wind noise than one
would experience in the average sedan; the
cockpit is weather tight and will take any
storm, yet the side screens are fitted with
a zipper amangement that permits exit
without having to remove them,

The tonneau compartment is opened by
2 release in the trunk; the top is pulled for-
ward and attached at the back of the body
bythxeelhumbscmwsandtoﬂ]etopof
the stationary windshield by quick release
fasteners similar to those used on the ma.

Willys F-head engine uses up evary inch of
under-hood space, but arrangement is geod




Finally, the side curtuins are xipped inte place
above the very unique sliding doors

jority of sports roadsters. I was driving
through downtown Manhattan with a friend
one day, when a sudden cloudburst forced
us to the curb where we erected the top in
just 25 seconds. Once the top was up, we
put the side curtains on from inside the car.
With the top up, incidentally, ‘the tonneau
provides nearly as much additional luggage
space as does the trunk itself.

At a true speed of 95 mph (the fastest
I've personally driven the car) the Darrin
is as solid as a rock and much more pleasant.
Braking, even at high speeds, results in so
very little. forward pitch and nose dive that
one is hardly aware of hard braking, nor is
brake fade evident until after many hard
stops from speeds around 60 miles per hour.

Acceleration, while not hair-raising due
to a comparatively small engine, is cer-
tainly more than that offered by many
sports cars and domestic family sedans and
convertibles; the dig is enough to enable
the Darrin driver to clobber the crowd when
the light turns green, There’s a.beautiful
exhaust rap at 2000 rpm.

The overdrive control displeases me;
whereas the throttle control of the Borg-
‘Warner unit is okay for a passenger car, re-
placing this feature with a dashboard
control on a toggle would make for much
more responsive control when driving the

With top fastened in hal-mast potition, Darrin
becomes an excellent ‘coupe de ville'

car like an out-and-out competition machine.

Another item that can be dispensed with
on a real sports car is the half horn ring on
the steering wheel. Of course theres a need
for a rear view mirror, but this item, placed
in a clumsy pasition on the cowl, hides the
right front fender, A sports type mirror on
the left exterior side of the cowl nearer the
driver would provide a better rear view
when the top is raised and would not ob-
scure the forward vision in any way.

Although the crash padding of rather
dull plastic on the right side of the dash
panel is good, it does create an annoying
reflection and could cause obscure vision,
especially at night. The instruments are well
grouped and are intelligently selected with
a large dial tachometer right where it should
be. I would suggest, however, that the
manufacturer provide a strap, or some such
device, on the inside of the door to facili-
tate closing.

On the highway an all-day cruising aver-
age of better than 60 miles per hour is a
cinch due to the low piston speed of this
engine. Theoretically engineers strive for
(at top revolutions per minute) a maximum
piston speed of 2,500 feet per minute. The
Willys engine does well here, for at 4,200
rpm (when it delivers a maximum of 90
brake horsepower) the piston speed is just
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