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Bowling is a most popular sport and it certainly attracts a host of
spectators. Because of the tremendous interest in bowling, naturally
it is to your advantage to have your bowlers display these beautiful
Kaiser and Frazer bowling shirt insignias. The Kaiser emblem is proc-
essed in two colors (green and black) on top quality white wool
felt. Outside diameter measures 6”. The Frazer insignia appears in
three colors (yellow, red and blue) and is also 6” in diameter. These
emblems will cause people to think more about you and the fine
products you sell. So order a sufficient quantity for all the members
of the team you sponsor. Here is a suggestion: Perhaps there are a
aumber of bowlers in your community who are not members of
sponsored teams but would like to wear one or both of these emblems
on their bowling shirts. Because they are so inexpensive and so
attractive, it would pay you to hand these emblems out freely. Use
the handy coupon below.

P.5.: Lots of baseball teams everywhere! These emblems will en-
hance the good looks of the uniforms of grown-ups and kids alike!
So, “play ball” with all ball players!
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Make check payable and mail to:
LA FONTAINE-DETROIT, 13639 Elmira, DETROIT 27, MICHIGAN Date.

Enter our order for the following material. Enclosed is our check for $.
—_____pair of emblems @ $1.50 per pair. ____ sets of 4 pair @ $5.00
Ship to:

Name.

Street Address.

City, State.

Signed Zone.
(All orders shipped F.0.B. Detroit)
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KAISER-FRAZER OWNERS' CLUB - OFFICERS
President: Jack Edward, 154 Kathryn Dr.,Pleasant Hill, Cal.94523
Vice President: Paul M. Barker, RR #7, Crawfordsville, Indiana
Secretary: Richard Wenzel, 69B Sunset Dr., Watsonville, Cal.95076
Treasurer: Lynn Ankers, 1622 Grant Rd., Los Altos, California
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KAISER=FRAZER PUBLICATIONS
Kaiser-Frager Bulletin {monthly)

Editor: Andy Schroyer, 879 Moreno Ave., Palo Alto, Cal. 94303
Deadline for copy: 25th of month for following month

E-F Magagine (quarterly) Deadlines: 1st of Dec., Mar., Jun.,Sep.
Editor; Thomas J. Wilson, Frazexr Farm, R#2, Lambertv;lle? Mich.48144
Both publications are prepared and mailed at 706 E. Jefferson,
Crawfordsville, Indiana. Only corrections in addressing of labels

should be sent to this address. For all other business, all sor-
respondence should be directed to club officers or editors.

kP

The Kaiser=Frazer Owners! Club of America is a nationwide organi-
zation, founded and chartered in 1959, It is an incorporated, norr
profit organization whose sole purpose is the preservation of and
promotion of interest in the automobiles manufactured by the Kaiser=
Frazer Corporation and the Kaiser Notors Company. Inquiries con-
cerning the nature of the ¢lub and its activities should be directed
to the club's officers.

KF

"Mhe greatest undeveloped territory in the world lies under your hat."
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OIUB FEATURES -~ LETTERS T0 THE EDITOR
Dear Tom,

Congratulations to you and Paul for an outstanding publication.
In your reply toc my lebtter, p. 24, you state that the Wagoneer Jeep
is not a Kasiser, but a Willys. A number of local club members favor-
ed my point of view, so I feel it worthy of re-defending. Yet on p.
59, in your own supplement to Mr. Gouldis Willys article, you say
that the switch tc the name "Kaisexr Jeep" spelled the doom of ths
name "Willys.® I think you have committed somewhat of a cont i
tion. Our club Kaisers, as a whole comprise cars designed by
Darrin, and produced between 1946 and 1555. However it is worxtay of
note that the Kaiser car was again produced in Argentina irom 1959 to
1962, and {again) that the Kaiser name is still on the road in the
Wogoneer. The name is not only "under the hood, " but also on the
serial door-plate, just as it was in 1946-55. The carts official
name, as noted in all K-J brochures, registries, etec. is the KAISER
gEP'..._D WAGONEER. You yourself admit th Willys, @28 a brand name, is
ead.

I certainly sgree that the Wagoneer bears no resemblance 1o our below
ed K~F line, and, from a “pure" point of view, it is not a Kaiser.
However, we live in a world of practicality. When is is practical

to refer to the Jeep as & Kaiser, I hardly see reason to turn our
backs on the 6t product. If the company, for exemple, was 'not an-
xious 0 tout the Kaiser name' as you say, would they then insert
“"Kaiser" into all their printed brochures, etc.? I fail to zgres.
From cur point of visw, e existence 0f the vehicle Today rsnders
such things as insurance within the reaslm of attainability. 8in
writing my letter, I have recsived my comprehensive coverage, based
on the present existance of the Kalser marqus.

(Regards: the
in not i

eprin:in% of original materials) I do see
"deluge " of reproductions of brochures L
1) the KFOJ sxists to promote interest
hisbory, and (2) many works of art of f
brochure undergo mass reproduction
ue Lo riginal. an example, th
ugh r tion, en countless thow

{
\

to apf)re te D wheras onliy e relatively smell =zmount of
people have besn I leged enough o behold the original. I sug=
gest a com nise. roduce, but lebel each reprint ol

surfaces, 1 #5 "KPOCG yeprint! This would elimin

bility of the reprint being taken for an origingl, L
the membership a chance o personally possess a copy of rers old K-F
lore.
The award for parts companies still stocking K=F parts was a gresb
idea. Iet's do iti J. . Whnitney is a prime example.

Dick Langwoxrth

Gloucester City, Nodo

#Dick!s srguments are well made. We especially like the i
lzbeling reprints as such. Reader response such as this iz

(cont. pe 25)
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EDITORIAL CLUB FEATURES

At the recent national conventiocn, it was decided in a closed
caucus of club officers (and some non-officers) that the club
would have %o work on a budget. Although exact costs of put-
ting out our quarterly magazing and our bulletin could not be
predicted, it was decided that, considering club incoms, the
bulletin would be limited to four sheets (8 pages), and the
magazine would be limited to 15 sheets (20 pages).

Your editor agrees to this policy and wishes to reassert the
need for such planning and limitations. In the past, we have
had no way of knowing just how much it would cost to have the
magazine printed, assembled, and mailed. For example, the
Spring issuz cost about $350.c0. However, our Summer issue was
twice the size (60 pages, where the Spring issue had been 30),
and also had coler. Readers should know That a black and white
page TSt be run through the press cnly once, but a color page
must be run through once for every ceclory red, blue, yellow, and
black; thus instead of running 700 shsets for a given page, thsy
must run 2800 sheets (700 x 4}, plus_changing the plates $Eree
times, (Yes, a shest printed fQ1l coler on both siges wiouL

make EIGHT trips Through the pressi) And so, Tthe Summer issue
which your editor blithely made up cost your club around $700%
(And it was a bargain at thas!)

We have now learnsd much about making up our magazine. We
recently visited Mr. Barnett, our printer, and Paul Barker,
who is respensible for much of our photoprocessing and who is
the "brains"” behind our color Ei ture program. Our discussions
helped a lo% in coordinating our work,

Beginning with this issues, we are instituting changes in our
"K-F Magazine" which will (1) reduce the amount of work to be
done in its preparation, and (2) give you what we hope you think
will be a better-looking, more interesting magazine. Watch for
color, and watch for improvements!

SMALL TALK SECTICN
Coming Next issue:

Follow-up on the G-P Frazer, with historical facts, by Jef
Godshall )

A special feature arficle on Darrin hard teps, by Dahlmann

Stunning, full-page photcs of the special Kaiser cars, the Cabal-
lero and the Ssfari. If ANY member has pictures of these
cars and the others (explorer, seven seas, etc.) send them
in to be included in this feature. They would have been in
this issue, but the make-up was too far: along to do it.

A new club membership bonus that may be an "annual" event if
the members like it.

"8 g"+@e T$# where the ---- 15 the technical section this issuez"
you say as you read this issue. I'11 tell you friend, it is
laying on your bookshelf, or om your workbench, or um er the
hood of your junker, or maybe even in your mind. I did not
gst anything, sc neither did you! Boy, do we need a technical
editori
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by Dick Langworth

The Kaiser-Frazer Owners' Club, as an organization dedicated to the
preservafion of certain old cars, righitly lays gxeat‘strgas on griw
ginal restorati in the products of members. One faction CIpltS
membership carx he philosophy further, an@ considers only “com=
pletely original" E-F valid restorations. OUther cirgles often tend
to vary in their approach to restoration, and often disagreements
arise as to the zesthetic privilege to 40 this. Such conflicts of-
ten gocuXr in special interest groups like ours. Tropical fisn fan-
ciers are divided over the use of colored {(versus natural) gravel;
sportscar buffs fight over the pros and cons of “tradltiona;" (ver~
sus modern) sportscars: K-F fans find much controversy in the vari-
ous direciions of eir restoration projects. This article is writ-
ten in an attempt to resolve our feelings on this importent subjecth
and is being drafted BEFORE the oconventicn, to allay any elaims of
"sour grapes.t srhaps our conveniion expsriences will serve o re-
solve”the dsbate; anyway, this is an atbempt o "gst the ball rol-
ling.

Restoring a Tine old Kaiser, Frager, Darrin, or Henry J is, in most
cages. a labor of love. Aimost all of us want our finished product
%0 resembie tha inal as closely as possible, when fec
"Poasable" is the crux-word, though, for along the way, many short-
outs, detail chang esale facelifting occcurs, often draw-
ing the wrath of the alleged "purist faction" within the KFOC.
Thinking the matter over, I've arrived at a number of points which,
below stated, will nopefully elicit additional constructive response
from the membershj Ultimately, the sum total of this, I think,
will aid and broad our thinking about restoration in éeneral, and
individuals in particular.

2

1. ORIGINALITY: Kaiszer-Frazer and Kaiser-Willvs bullt wenderful,
advanced products, many of which are still unegualled. That the
club should exist to maintain restored originals of the X~F margues
is its prime responsibility. Whenever possible, espscially regexrd=
ing the rarer mcdels, e.g. ths Fra lianhattan, members should at-
tempt to make every reasonable effort te retain original specificae=
Ttion,.

2. SUBSTITUTION; Strong as they are, many component parts of our
beloved cars do_show the strain, after eleven to twenbty years of
life. Cardboard is a typical exXample. When your beautiful 53
comes back from the shop, chrome shining and paint gleaming, what
do you do with thg; ravty, warped, torn package shelf and kick-
panels under the dash? These oan be made up by upholatery shops,
but will never be exact matches, and the amount of waiting time
may be prohibitive. Soms members have found the snswer in the
various brands of plastic “"contas paper! A hard-paper teunplate may
?cont. p.26)




Barker custom has "a bit of everything"

John Haller calls his car "My 1954 Virginian"
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fCONVENTION

FOR THOSE WHO MISSED THE SHOW|

Crowd starts to =zather
on Friday afternoon.

The registration table.

Kaiser trunk capacity was demonstrated. —

Saturday - cars roll in and line up




i

This year's convention set a new record of 91 cars - or 91{; if
you count Hutchinson's camper. Things started earlier than
usual with bull-sessions, parts-swapping, and parts-installing
on Friday afternoon. If the lodge we stayed at was a typical
Indian dwelling, those American Indians sure (cont. p. 27)

(more pictures on p. 10.)

Many hard-to-find parts were brought. llany parts were put on.
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Mericle's clean Traveler (1); and we see our first Carabela (r).

Close-up of that Carabela (1); and Dillenberg's Golden Dragon (r).

#7
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A rest in the shade helps
2 hot K-F meet Saturday

Like-new 48 Kaiser - H, Johnston
Crowd eyes Henry'k's personal car. Our Sunday dinner

... and our goodbyes.
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KAISER FEATURES
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KAISER FEATUHHES
"KATSER AUTOS NEVER DIE - THEY SINMFLY RUN LIKE KEW"

mhatten model, ne wenhatsan skyline

the 1947 M rosed by T

zbridged from "Home Office) Kaiser Industrice house organ

Andy Schroyer likes old Keisers so much he owns 52 of them. One
is pis favorite, which he xeens highly i d and in superb
mechaniczl condition. It is the enthusia owners like andy
that keeps these cars on the road 11 yesrs ziter they went out
of zroduction. Kaiser cars were manufactured from 1946 to 1955
#about 750,000 cars were produced at willow Run, of which several
thousand are sti11 running. Neny of their drivers belong to the
Kaiser-Frazer Owners' Club, which was formed in 1959 to pre=-
serve the sutomobiles produced by the Kaiser-Fraszer Corporation.
and by Kaiser kotors., The club has 900 zctive members who meet
regularly, write articles inthe Kaiser-’Frager iiagazine and the
Halger-Frager Bulletin, exchange spare parts, and dream of es=
Tablishing a car museum.

Recently the western Division of the club met at El Cerrito

laga., The plezming cars were lined up on the plaza while the
members pathered in a restamurant to conduct business, watch
color slides of Kaiser-Frazer cars in the Grand Canyon and in
Washington, D. C. end debate such technical yproblems as instal-
ling a Chevy II engine in the Kaiser body.

The c¢club Bulletin carries advertisements such a5 "154 panhattan
w/super charger, 6 tires, §350." or "janted: Henry J door
handles."

Ihe annual national rally is being held this year at Utica, Ill.
Wiestern members plan to meet st Reno snd torm a CETEVEN 2CTross
the country. One of the cars at the nationsl meet will be a
'reen kaiser used personally by Henry J. Kaiser from 1951 until
5555 and now owned by kenneth lembrough of Jacksonville, Ill.
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THE g.p FRAZERS

ONE OF 9HE RAREST JARS IN AMERICA TODAY ?

Barly brochures on the zer automobile state that the
car is a "product of ¢ am=-Faige." In slay 1946, Graham-
Paige iotors Corvoration, until then a partner with
Kaiser-lFrazer, pulled cut of the huge Willow Hun assemb-
1y vlant and left automobile manufacturing for good. A1l
Frazers manufactured prior to this dete were officisally
vroducts of the Graham-Faige firm.

Teday, only one Graham-laige rrazer is knovm to exist
among our membership. This es the "G-P Frazer” the
single rarest production (excluding "one-of-a-kind hon-
vroduction models) model ev built in the K-F line. The
statement that 1t is the ra t K-P car is paradoxical,
of course, since this rar early er is a product of
a Corroration other than Keiser-Frazerl

FRAzER
PRODUCT OF
GRAHAM-PAIGE

BRILLIANTLY ENGINEERED . SMARTLY DESIGNED
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Here is your handy guide on how %o identify a G-P Frazer. Fack up
a lunch, get the family in the car, and letis go G~P hunting today

POSITIVE DIFFERENCES FROM K~F TYPE FRAZER:

1, Serial plate on door pest 2. Body plate on fire wall
Tazar

serial number GRAHAM PAIGE MOTO!
F 47 - 000000 e
Graham Paige Motor Corp. other usual information

Willow Run Mich.
UsA

3+ Engine number starts with letters "gp,"
4. Engine name plate (under oil filter) has "GP 6226-0000000, "

10b

Ry, SR

FAIRIY POSITIVE DIFFERBNCES ¥FROM K-F FRAZER

5. Hood has telescoping supperts when opened.

6. Hub caps have "FRAZER" stamped into them.

7. Door sill plates have "FRAZER" embossed on, instead of pattern.

8. Engine plate has "Continental) and red seai, instead of "Kaiser-
Frazer" and world with buffalc on top of it.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (possible proposed differences)
9. None were Manhattans
10. Typical characteristics of "plain" Frazer models
a. Very plain interior
b. No arm rests built into seats
o. No two-tones, all one color
11. Contrary %o many pictures (including one on opposite page),
grille was chrome plated. Evidently only prototypes had painted
grille.,
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SPECIAL FEATURES:
FUGITIVYE FROM A JUNETYARD
by Tom Rankins
One day I met a prCApe\tLJe msmber passing g through the Junction.
Y= _had a lengthy and interes conversasion. He told me the

Iollowing stoxy which I felt would be of intersst to club mem-
bers. The story begins:

Some years age, J;m Martin, a friend of mins, owned = and had
owned since new - a 1554 &aiser, Jim ook gruat pride of ovmer-~
ship in his Xaisex and constantly prodded me to join him in his
Kaiser hobby.

& similar 185
condition, ru
i 5, an hs 0T rusty wer rely dented.

The car had 195% license plates on it, so I imagine the source of
dents were egually shered by th “ﬂrvard and its previous own-~

rs alike. Overall, the beLr‘ badly negleéted since its
purcha;e new, howcveT &
surprisingly well
trim parts sti

Ted Horrlul“

Two tires were missing, so Jim and I obtained r
enough to get the car J]L"'IE., Jnce 1
-emh;y would be b Over a pexr
months we worked ¢ 11ng, pain
ing new metal parts to what remainsd
reguired a good dsal Df time and eff
able, watching the car take shape on
Sp tabie- ~looking D;efu of ukanuﬁuxu

}Lnahy "ompLLr =d,
2d and the interitr
grease job, and nsw
fact, both Jim and I were w
had considered all hhrruw“
the car could no
had only 63,000

the ‘*are ‘.)Dav shel
i

M; wife and I drove the Kals

reaftver, and after p'iI}’ ng
stood at a distencs aam;?]ﬂf
stainless steel and chreme trim,

wall tires; the car really looked good.

th

In ar attempt to obtain
the Kalser may have

syard, I began tracing
e fuThEI Mr. Olnesksy,

Tious cwne,.ah_J to a ¢0ua¢ fan
iplained he had seven children and udu
sverything he could do to ep the car running, let alone take
care of i%. Iir. Olnesk purchased the car from a Ford dzzler
used car lot when it was two years 0ld, then turned the Kaiser in
‘on a Chevrolet four years ago. M. Uineskay said the Kaiser was
in pretty sad shape when he scld i%, so I assumed *he Chevrcolet




dealer had junksd i%.

I showed the Kaiser tc lir. Ol and although not partioular—
1y interested, he stated his : ad been delivered in
the back seat, and that I had done a commsndable job of restora-
tion. His oniy other comments were at he always thought the
Kaiser was comforiabls and stsered well.

ey

Intending totrace the ocaxfs origin completely, I contacted the
Ford dealer Mr. Olneskey had purchased the Kaiser from, who
looked through their records and explained they had purchased the
car from a Mir. Harry Lawscn, whose father once owned Lawson Kai=
ser-Frager §ales. I looked Mr. Lawson up in the telephone direc~
tory and while talking w. him he explained the Ford dealer
bought the o from Lawson®s K-F used car lot. He explained that
the car was a demonstrator originally, driven &ff and on by pro-
s%ective buyers and salesmen, ther released to the used car lot
&% the end of the model year from whenca I assumed the Ford deal-
er had entered the picturs. So much for tha archives. i

Two years passed and my wife and I cared well for the Kaiser.
It still looked nearly new since its restoration. And, at this
time, I lost my Jjob due to a cutback in persomnnel. My wife was
vmam‘ec.gm.gq g0 we decided that she would bring in the bacon while I
attended college. My interest and previous experience was in
accounting, so we sold everything we had, including our late mo=
del Chevrolet; Helen then quitv her locel job, and we climbed in
the Kaiser and hsaded for Dallas, Texas.

oy miles of wet and rain followed as we
al

Seven hundred and £

headed west toward las. The Kaiser fared well, and did not
miss a note all the way. The speedometer Turned 00,000 milas
as we rolled alcng on the southbound freeway intoe Dallas. I had
g warm feeling of personal pride driving the Kaiser along the
freeway, and as we approached Dallas, the rain ceased, the clouds
rolled away, blue skies showsed themselves, and the sun sparkled
off the distant Dallas skyline. i

Things went well for us. My wifs found a good-paying Jjob with

a truck line, enabling me to attend college as planned. I got

an afterncon job at the home of a promirent Dallas industrialist,
which helped our situation somewha®%. While working around the es-
tate grounds, many times I would lock over a% the Kaiser parked
in the stately surroundings. I thought of its futile past before
its restoration, the present, and how the classioc styling seemed
to blend perfectly with the costly home and grounds.

A year and a half in Dallas and the Kaiser's motor began to shake
a little when it idled. My first thought was o tuns the motor
with a new set of contact p and spark plugs. The new points
and plugs did not remedy t . The Kaissr had to have the
valves ground. I removed d and manifold, thence the valves,
and had them refaced. I ¥ 4 the motor, and to my complets
deligh%, i% ran so incre h I could idle it siow enough
To count the fan blades wh TN,

{cont.p.22)
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FRAZER FEATURES - reprint from July 1950 liational Geographic

The 1931 Frazer d-door Sedun shaws the

cleun. uew beunty of the spear-morif design

It woundronsty foe prive nnske rzer
the finc-car buy of 31!

The 1951 Fruzer Vagabond — the funons
Dcursiin-1 —vonverts in 10 sevonds from

dun to spacious
guipment!

i xurions bupassen

carrier,..for sparts or business

five new handcrafied ety i 1o veter the best on the road,

the 1951 Frazers are handerafted —with reg

I () = l rich interiors in a wide variety of exclusi
bOdy StylfGS 1 colors and fabrics. All models are powered with
the new Supersonic High-Torque Engine.

Hydra-Matic Drive, optional at extra cost,

FRAZER sriovionn

The 1951 Fi ible America's ouly
Aadour convertible hus added convenience, com fort,
sparivusitess and visibilicy...of conrse
a fully automatic top!

The 1951 Frazer Manhattan comes in two

models—one with its nietal top caated in glamorous
colors, the other with its top covered in shimmering
nylon. Either way enbances to the utmost the

convertible look in solid steel.

7T

4 138 mnsen-raaren saars conr.
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That summer, friends of ours invited us %o spend a week in
Chicago. So, at nearly 120,000 miles, the Kaiser was again
sruising the highways and byways. The Kaiser ran effortlessly
voward The impressive Chicago downtown. I thought To myself
a2s we rolled along the Calumet Skyway, this car almost ssems %
to enjoy motoring., Its sureness and éepandable Teeling almost
seeme& %0 say "thank you" for bringing it back to being a part
of where the action is, not withering in some worthless junk-
yard. Chicage and back again ...trouble freel

ter completin, sducation in Dallas, I obtained employment
ﬁ{th a fi%m in %u?%alaq New York. Likejgypsiesy my wife and I
headed for Buffalo. We had some spare time and a few spare
dollars, so we decided to drive through ths Southeast on the
way to Buffalo. Through the hot, narrow streets of New Orleans
then on east into Florida, whers we loafed on the sea-washed
beaches of liiami for a week, The hotel we stayed at was on
Oollins Boulevard, not far from the ocean., When we drove to
the beach, the Kaiser seemed +o enjoy the warm sun and sand as
much as we did, just sitting there waiting for us.

Our trip tc Buffalo was smooth and uneventful; even in spite
of the Kaiseris gathering age. iy wife, now expecting our
first child, felt uneasy traveling long distances now, and we
welcomed our entrance on highway 90 north into Buffalo.

An apartment was not easy to find in Buffalo, but we finally
located_one in the east part of town. The apartment was not

particularly clean, and killing bugs seemed to become almost a
pastims.

One wintry wesk before we decided to move, the apartment over-
head caught cn fire. We woke up and rushed about gathering
what few things we could carry and fled the burning building.
In an attmpt to get my wife out first and fast, we clasped
hands, dodging falling debris, and headed for the doorway.
Just as we reached i, the roof fell in. Carrying her, I
rushed outside and lay her on the back seat of the Kaiser,
then drove as fast as the dark, snowy streets would permit.

At the hospital, the doctor gave me the staggering news that
both wife and child-to-be wers dead,

T had been in Buffalo sbout six months. My mind was a com=
plete blank the day after the fire, and time was all I could
Think about. Iy employer forced me to take the day off, al~
though I had not wanted to. I wanted %o work, to keep every-
thing = anything - out of my mind.

A week passed, and I began %o concentrate on what to_do next.
The most difficult thing I found to do was to try and use my
imegination and concentrate on the future. Then, I made the
decision to leave Buffalo. Driving along the highway was the
utmost in relaxation to me, and it gave me time to think and
time to not think.

Heading west on route €8, I began concentrating on exactiy
where to settle. I had a vague idea before leaving Buffalo
that I would go te Califermia, but only as a direction.
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Once when I was in the army I had been To San Diege, and it was
pretty nice. Maybe I could settle there. Then‘I began to womr
der if the old Kaiser, now approaching 175,000 m11e§, could :
still meke a trans-continental trip., The car ran fine, and in
spite of its mileage, was using surprisingly little 0il, which,
ig nothing else, was an indication that the moter was still
relatively sound, To make sure I had no difficulty, I seldom
drove over 55 miles an hour.

West we went. Out route 66; Oklahoma, Texas, New liexico, Ari-
Zona ... then I decided to wisit the Grand Canyon, so headed
nerth. Then up through Las Vegas, and into the steaming heat

of Death Valley, where the Kaiser mired through the plateaus for
seven hours at 130 degrees; a commendable sojourn in August for
even a brand-new car.

Then, just as I thought I was losing some of the bitterness of
the past, the whole picture of the past month or two would ap-
iﬁar in my imagination. I felt so alone sometimes I could not

agine how easily I could forget one minute and remember so
clearly, the next.

Then I was on %o the California coast. San Francisco did not
appeal to my settler's fancy in the least, nor did Los Angeles.
Maybe I just did not know what I wanted. Anyway, I continmed
on to San Diego, and after a month of walking tﬂe streets, I
found work. I 41d not know if I could Torget, but & betrok op-
portunity would perhaps never come again,

By this time, the Kaiser was getting shaky,. The transmission
Yorid quiver’ somstimes on an upgrade, but in spite of the oo-

- casional quiver, the old car purred along the straightaway in
perfect rythm.

Two weeks in San Diego and I finally felt I was slowly coming

back to reality. Two months later, and a rod bearing began

Eg hammer, so the Kaiser was nearing the end of its reign.
7,000,

And so, life goes on. Trade the Kaiser in? Junk it? Not on
your lifei{ It was far too full of memories, good and bad. I

was tired, and looked tired. It had a long-earned rest coming,
end was going %o get it. I located a garage and stored the Kai-
ser there until I could once again refurbish it. The restora-
tion would not have to be near as extensive as the first, more
a general refinishing.

Just before putting the Kaiser in the garage for storage, I
looked at it. There it stood. dJust a car. Just a manufac-

ed piece of steel on four wheels. But being a part of near -
1y everything its owner did gave this car a personality, This
Kaiser had lived as I had livedy carried us to memorable places
near and far. This Kaiser had been the parapsychological com=
panion and silent helper in times of fun and sorrow. Disposing
of the Xaiser would be like throwing awey a souvenir or keep-
sake. Keeging it, I could experience the nostalgia that would
otherwise be Iost. To some reople, such a story may not make
much sense., To them all I can say is that you do not have to
have a solid gold Cadillac or a yellow Rolls Royce to have a car
with a history.

EYD
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MI Tests the K~F Cars (cont. from p. 12)

first night out I drove it just over 500 miles. The so-galled
super tires gave me trouble until I put 30 pounds in the front,
instead of the recommended 24. This made steering easier and
riding smoother.

The real test came when I found myself running through a record
heat wave in Wisconsin. With the temperature well over 100, I
drove from Milwaukee up the peninsula and back at speeds close
to 80 mph. This was a test under unusual conditions, and if
the new Kaiser had any bugs, they would have come out then. A%
no time during the run 4id the engine temperature go above 180
gegreeﬁhF. ind gever was there any indication of g heat ping or
ag. en I returned to Willow Run some d
nearly 1,500 miles. R 1 e

The Kaiser Ercved to be a top~flight road car; it will cruise
hour after hour with the best on the road when equipped with
overdrive. The visibility is superb - sloped and rounded hood
makes it possible to see the road within a couple of feet of
the car. The angle and design of the windshield seem to hold
oncoming headlight glare to a minimum, making the car perfect
for night driving.

Comfort is a strong feature. The seats are wide and well pitch-
ed, and the intericr is excellent in finish, fabrie, and color.

The only engine performance fault I detected was quite a bit of
torque agony at low speeds in high. The car I was driving was
equipped with everything from undercoating to full leather up-
holstery. This weight makes itself felt if you crack the throt-
tle wide at exceptionally low speeds. However, as soon as you
build up a few rpm, she levels out.

The 1949 engine, with an added 12 horsepower, makes this year's
models faster than last year's. It has a top speed between 86
and 89 mph (no relation to speedometer readings. You can cruise
it ell day long at over 70.)

An odd thing to ge®t used to when first driving these cars is the
lack of ornaments on hood and fender. On most cars, some sort
of radiator design serves as a sight for steering the car and
keeping it on a straight line. In the Kaiser and Frazer, the
hood and fenders are denuded of any decorationl leaving little
to sight with. I admit this is a peculiar criticism but unti
you have driven the car awhile you are not really certain of
its exact center.

One thing I would like to stress: these cars are definitely not
substitutes, filling in a gap until there are plenty of the ma=-
Jjor manufac ers’ cars to go around. Frankly, they are far su-
perior to some of the offerings of the Big Three. I was so sur-
prised with the way the Kaiser took my test run that I 4id some
investigating on my own.

Oon the way home, I stopped two emergency trucks on the Pennsyl-
vania turnpike. The men told me that no car gives them less

{cont. p. 29)
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SPECIAL FEATURES = POETRY DEPARTMENT
: I WALKED UFON A WINDSWEFT HILL

I walked upon a windswept hill

the day was bright and clear ot -
I was glad to be free to do my will
and travel far and near

I walked upon a windswept hill

and saw a ghastly thing

A rusty, unused automobile

missing a fender, some tires, and a spring

I walked up on a windswept hill
and wondered what kind of man
Would let his car be forever still
and mar the wonder of natures land

I walked upon the windswept hill

and thought of this car being new

Paint gleamed, upholstery was clean, rattles nil
and a ride for buf a seleot few

I walked upon a windswept hill
meditating this auto'!s fate

Perhaps with a new fender, and rechroming the grille
the car might be saved - its not too latel

I ran down the windswept hill

toward the farmhouse that was near

The owner accepted a ten-dpllar bill

and would tow the car with his John Deere

I walked back ug the windswept hill
and patted the faded hood

I picked up a "Buffaloc K" and some stuff until
the area was neat and looked good .

We towed that car from the windswept hill

and now many a week has gone by

A door handle and some hubcaps are needed still
but it gets noticed by passers-by

Today I drove out to that windswept hill
to watch the pastoral scens

I took my pride, that old automobile
with its new coat of Linden Green

I walked upon the windswept hill
but look ~ something new I spy!
Another old car, with a T-shaped grille

and looking back, I saw that buffalo wink an eve

The club poet Laureate has received a number of requests - mainly
that he stop writing this horrible trash. This request will be
granted, since the poet laursate was killed early in August. He
was road testing a ‘48 Kaiser with a 3500 hp Lycoming engine he had
Jjust built up when he hit an abutment on highway 63 four mi. south of
Riverton. His will, in which many club members were mentioned, is
now being executed. His collection includes several mint condition
(cont. P. 32)
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Purism & Practicality (cont. from p. 6)

be cut to fit, the contac-paper attached and trimmed, and the whols
unit glued or screwed .into place. The result is a covering that is
washable, clean, neat, and closs, but not completely original. The
result may be ridiculed by the purists; however, the alternative is
the original, and in most cases, dishevelled cardboard.

%, MAJOR COMPONENT SWAPS: The purist segment often criticizes the
switohing of major components, like interiors into cars which origi-
nally had no such thing inside. Their argument is that this de=
stroys the originality, hence supposedly the valuewaf eal, of the
series, J good example is the Dragon's remarkable a figa%cr or
bamboo=boucle! vinyl, which ofven finds itself inside Specials,
lismhattens, evan an occasional two=door. BSuch exchanges, while not
the cup of tea of our "authenticists," may be the only answer to the
limited budget K-F enthusiast mith, say, a good running !53 Manhat-
ten, intericr shot, and a wrecked-and-rusty Dragon, inferior mint,
In many cases, this may be the only method %o keep the Kalser-Fra-
zer car on the road. Thus the gquestion resolves itself as to whe-
ther this individual should (1} swap interiors, making one good
one out of twe "baddies" ox, (2) leave both cars in the back yard,
awaiting funds which may never be available. I submit that swaps
of this nature, when no alternative for keeping the original intact
presents itsell, are necessary and in order, if we are to keep the
number of roadworthy K-Fs high.

4. ENGINE SWAPS: The number of "semi'-authenticists, who stalwart-
1y demand the maintenance of all that once was on the outside, but
will think nothing of ripping the guts out of the inside€, is amaz-
ing. Recently a good friend in KFOC expressed shoGKed Horror when
I mentioned using non-KF carpets in my 1954 Manhattan, while stat-
ing, in the next breath, that "I can't wait to get a V8 into one of
my Kaisers." 0.K., let'!s face it, the 226 is no powerhouse, super-
charger notwithstanding, Many club members use Kaiser exclusively,
and find the need for more modern power. Others use one of their
cars on long, hot journeys, and have gone to the apalling unortho-
doxy of installing, of all +things, an air conditioneri Personally
I think such installations are sometimes necessary or preferable,
from the owner‘s point of view, and shouXi not engender such strong
objections. Paul Barker, for instance, has "sinned" twice (air cor
ditioning and Y8} interior-wise, and then compounded the "erime" by
bringing his '53 Traveller exterior up to !54 specifications.
Shades of George Barris! Despite the cries of the original-prons,
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K-F Convention (cont. from p. S)

lived in stylel Saturday we registered at the parking area with
our convention sponsors, the Dettores and the Buchingers, and were
given a gift package of trinkets obtained by lirs. Buchinger. Ve
were given our new membership books, beautifully prepared by the
Schroyer family. Our business meeting was on Sunday, following our
dinner at the lodge, and for the first time, featured a ladies hat
contest! This event was won by Florence DeVault with a stunning
creation - a Frager steering wheel topped off by one of Fred's
cigars. Many awards were given, and a top rating in the judging
was given to Ken Lindsey's Kaiser. Altho Denver, Colorado was
proposed, the majority favored Hamilton,Ohio as our 1967 Convention
site. We will meet as part of the regular old car festival which
is held annually at Hamilton. The festival will be on July 22,
next year. Since we got off to such an early start on Friday fnis
year, it was agreed that we would officially have a three-day
convention next ysar., Those who can come on Iriday will have some-
thing to look forward to next year! Remember, July 21-22-23, 1967
is the date. If we used the whole 30 pages of this issue, we could
not find room foxr pictures of all of +the wonderful people and
wonderful cars at the 1966 convention.

the result is a roadworthy, high-speed touring carwith year-round
comfoz.t"f: and station wagon convenience. There is a lot tobe said
for it.

5. ARWMAGEDDON: THE CUSTOM: Boy what a blast the purists have on
this one! That Virginian of John Hallers, for. instance, has enough
changes to render him a Communist, to say the leasti Customs,

when it's all said and done, add interest and diversity to the
club, and we might as well own up to it. Tom Wilson!s "K-F Dream
Car" article gave some of us artistic types the chance %o express
what, in our opinion, K-F should have done, say in 1952 (Fraszer) or
1956 (Kaiser). Why shouldfi'% the less artistic, but more mechani-
cally inclined, actually build the car of their dreams? There are
many of these around and WSually they are cleanly, carefully built,
and enjoyable to examine. Furthermore, the omers of K~F customs
are usually seasoned restorers looking for something new along K-F
lines; having already restored a number of standard series to origi-~
nal perfection. Iy opinion is: more power to them, and though I
haven!t personally reached this state, I still think a lot about a
1954 "Kaiser Dragon".......

6. SUMMATION: ENJOY LIFE: Everyone in the club should have at
least one original or near-original. After all, that's primarily
what we exist for;, and it is probably the best way to add fame
for the marque at mixed meets, and promote eventual pronouncement
of the line as classics, when the proper age is reached. Rare mo-
delsi especially the 19513 and earlier, do not lend themselves vexy
easily to change anyway, and there really aren't enough of them to
allow us this luxury. But the 53s and S4s are relatively common
and if a member with two or three of them wants to make one arer’
into his own idea of how it should have been, let!s not sentence
his effort to eternal ridicule. The nature of success and soli-
darity in our club, with all the varied approaches to K=F restora-
tion we have is, and rightly should be tolerance.
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Tetters (cont.)

extremely valuable to your editor and helps to formulate the
policy of this publication and this organization. Ed.

Dear Tom,

In the Summer Quarterly you mention how difficult K=F parts are
to pet, especially exhaust system parts. J. O. Whitney & Co. of
Chicago, Illinois offers many K-F parts, including a complete
line of exhaust system parts. They even sell fiberglas fenders,
hoods, & trunklids for Henry J. These parts are sold by mail.
fhe address is 1917 Archer Ave, Chicago 60616.

Jerry Johnson
Chicago, Illinois

#hitney, (or Warshawsky, its sister=company) does offer many K-
parts. I have been purchasing from this company for years, and
can testify that orders are received in about one week here in
Michigan. My current catalogue does indeed list the Henry d,
body parts, but lists mufflers for all years of Kaiser, tail
pipes for 52-54 Kaiser, and exhaust pipes for 52-54 hydramatic
onfy. This latter par% I recently ordered, but my order was re-
turned unfilled. Ed.

Dear Tom,

Dropping this note to let you know that I am in favor of the
award idea mentioned in the K-F Quarterly, p. 21. Iy nominees
for the award include the well known Warshawsky & Co., and the
related J. C. Whitney Co. In Chicago, Ill. Congratulations on
an excellent K=F Quarterly.
Jo M. Zornow
Newark, New York

Dear Tom,

The photo of the Aero Willys in the latest Quarterly is a 1954,
(not a '52). This is indicated by the one-piece rear window,
the two-piece (section) tail light, and the hoods over the head-
lights.

A. Sedmont

Rome, New York

* Your editor stands corrected; these minor changes distinguish
the later model from the basic 52 model. Help keep your editor
on the balli Ed.

Dear Tom,

When you say you donit want to publish printed matter on Kaiser
products, I think you are doing the club a great disservice.
Such things as ads, road tests, desoriptive articles, ghotogranhsn
& perhaps even catalogs are all that we have to rifert 0 in

cont. p.
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order to restore our cars unless each of us can manage to ob-

tain original material. As the years go by, fewer & fewer cars

are going to be restored to original condition because the owners
cannot get parts or simply do not know What parts to try ‘o get
because they do not have The necessary information. By rumning
photos of only modern remnants of K-F‘products, you will of nec-
essity be showing mainly modified vehicles ~ as witness the

Darrin article in this last Quarterlys and the more unoriginal

cars you show, the more you encourage others to deviate from stock
on their cars. By running original photographs, drawings & de=
seriptive articles, those who are attempting to faithfully restore
their carswill benifit from them. To leave rare material purely

in the hands of a few individuals is detrimental to the oclub. If
the individuals want to keep this material toc themselves, that is
their privilege, but if they want to pass on their information to
the club for reproduction so that others may benefit, then I think
it is the club's responsibility To do sco. After all, these persons
will still have the original publication and can still rightly claim
so, while others will only have duplications in print. I hope no
oné is hoarding items for monetary value. They will have a long
wait before anything becomes rare enough to be valuable, Yet, as
info for restoration, their material is very useful.

The 1951 Frager (KF, Summer, €6, ». 7) was Bill Rienhardt's. The
1949 Frazer (p.9) was Lynn Ankers! The 1350 Frazer came from Oregon,
that's all I remember.

Ted Dahlmann
San Francisco, California

#Again, only through such letters of constructive criticism can
our KP magazine be operated in the meanner that best serves the

club membership. Beginning with this issue, we will reprint a

carefully selected number of materials made available to us by

members and others. Let us know how you like what we put or

do not put in your magazine. Ed.

MI Test (cont. from p. 24)

trouble then the Kaisers and Frazers. This was a real stamp of
approval. At several service stations along the same route, the
managers told me the same story =~ very little Kaiser or Frazer
trouble. Tater, I visited a larﬁe body shop which specialized in
repairing wrecks of ail kinds. dHere they told me that Kaisers

and Frazers use top grade steel and can really take a smashup with
any car - and better than most. I was convinced!

So, the next time you hear scmebody whispering sbout the lemons
being turned out by the Willow Run plan%, ask for some solid proof,
The chances are you won't get any because Kaiser and Frazer are
putting out fine cars which can ceftainly hold their own in +the
competitive zutomobile market. MNot only that = they'll probably
make a lot of established cars now on the road eat dust.

XF

Wext issue: K-F tours return, with a Dehlmann expedition, plus
"Thumbnail Sketch - Rockford, Illinois" a lesson for every K-F bug.
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HERE IS A CCNTEST FOR PHUTCSRAPHERS, BOTH PRUFESSIONAL AND AMATEUR}
contest rules:

1. Submit photo of one reascnably attractive female, posed with K=F car.
2. Photoc must be 5" x 7" or larger 3. Car must be obvicusly K=F.
4. Name and address of contestant and subject must accompany picturs.
5. Different poses or themes are possible. Suggestions: sithing on
car, standing by car, sitting at wheel; laying on roof, washing
car, working on car, shoveling car out of snow, posing by car
in Tashionable surroundings.

6. Subject female may be clad in any athire suitable for your entry
picture, anything from a coverall to a bikini or shorts to a formal.
Sorry, no nudies, pleass.

7. PRIZES: 1st*(subject will be Miss X~F) Full year's free membership,

or one plague foI your car.
2ndssmall pertfolio of K~F literature from olub files

8. Bubmit as many entries as you like,

9. Entries will be judged by unblased persons, probably chosen from
outside our club,

10. Entries will be judged om:

8. overall appearance d. attractiveness of subject
B, composition e. condition of car
C. clarity I. interest

1ll. There is no entrance fee or anything else to send
12. Entries should be sent to; K=F Magazine
7605 Summerfield Rd.

: ; Lambertville, Michigan 48144

i3. Contest closes November 15, 1965,

14. Winning photos will be published in K=F lagagine, in the best interests
of the club and in keeping with the dignity and purpose of the
Kalser-Frazer Owner's Olub of America, Inc,
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